JUNE  1987 

The 


Off  Ihe  coast  of  England,  the  M  V  Communicator  is  transmitting  a  pirate  broadcast  of 
'p>op*  music  under  the  station  name  Loser  558.  See  inside  for  more  on  European  pirate 
stations. 


DiaLogs 


Contributions  to  the  loggings  column  are  gratefully  accepted  by  the  deadline  of  the  15th  of  ea 
month.  Loggings  are  preferred  on  logging  forms  which  are  available  for  a  SASE  Contributions 
should  be  sent  to:  P.O.B.  2571,  Shawnee  Mission,  KS.  66201.  Contributions  can  also  be  left  on 
the  ACE  TBK  at  (913)  677-1^.  Your  editor  Kirk  Baxter. 

NORTH  AMERICA  -  SHORT  WAVE 

KNBS:  7445,  4/23,  0001-0045 +,  SIO=323.  Gave  info  on  ACE  Also  anncd  BC  MI  addr  for 
QSLs.  Had  discussion  on  why  marijuana  should  be  legal  and  the  history  of  its  becoming  illcga 
Phil  Muzak  &  another  guest  DJ  on  tonight.  Played  rock  mx.  Co-channel  QRM  &  light  QRN. 
flWIGGiMN) 


WDOG:  7475,  5/10,  0351-0402*,  SIO =323.  RTTY  QRM,  QRN  &  some  QSB.  Oldies  show  & 
DJ  gave  addr  as  Pirate’s  Den,  c/o  Popular  Communications  Magazine.  Songs  hrd:  Major  Tom 
&  Paper  Back  Writer.  (TWIGG,MN)  ^ 

ELSEWHERE  IN  THE  WORLD 

Energy  103  relay  (via  R.  Ireland  Imn);  6311.7,  5/3,  1027-1056,  SIO  =454.  Mx  by  Dolly  Parton  @ 
1027.  OM  w/  ID  @  1030.  Gave  Dublin  phone  number.  Top  40  mx  after  ID.  Off  @  1056.  Pos 
sibly  relayed  via  R.  Ireland,  however  no  mention  of  who  relayed  them.  (HAVRILKO,  UK) 


La  Voz  de  CID:  OM  &  YL  w/  talk.  Laughter  &  applause.  One  sang  a  few  bars  of  "Volarc". 
(HAVRILKO,UK)  ^ 


PFBS:  62933,  4/26,  0953,  SIO  =  353.  OM  anner  w/  ID  @  0953.  "We  love  the  Pirate  Stations* 
®  0954.  Off  @  0^5.  Anncd  freq  move  to  5295  kHz.  Hrd  faintly  on  5295  but  faded  out. 
CHAVRILKO,  UK)  ^ 


Radio  Carman  (t):  7470,  2/8,  0301-0335,  SIO  =322.  Hrd  throu^  ute  but  no  jx>sitive  ID,  but 
mostly  them.  OM  anner  w/  SS.  U.  S.  too  tunes.  Not  hrd  after  0335.  (HAVRILKO, UK)  7470, 
4/30,  2340,  SIO =444.  Hardly  any  QRM  except  for  a  slight  het.  OM  w/ talk.  Mentions  of  the 
Soviets  and  Afghanistan.  Mx  @  2345.  Soft  LAm  ballads.  Several  positive  IDs.  (RAV 
RILKO,UK)  ^ 


Radio  Dublin:  6909.8,  2/8,  1403j  SIO =444-433.  Top  40  TOp  mx.  Soul  mx.  Slight  ute  QRM. 
Wiped  out  by  ute  @  1408  but  still  hid.  Ute  suddenly  oft  &  received  the  signal  without  bother. 
Occasionally  plagued  by  utes  in  this  freq  range.  (HAVRILKO,  UIQ  6909.4, 5/3,  1254,  SIO  =444- 
544.  Soul  mx  version  of  "Let  It  Be"  @  1253.  YL  DJ.  Kate  Bush  tune  @  1257.  ID  @  1259. 
Usual  good  signal  for  this  time  of  day.  (HAVRILKO,UK) 


Radio  East  Coast  Commercial:  DJ  w/  "Name  the  Song  Competition."  ID  @  1231.  Played  short 
cuts  of  the  songs  that  used  to  be  in  May’s  contest.  There  was  only  one  participant.  (HAV 
RILKOjUK) 


Radio  Scoipio:  62063,  5/3, 1115-1223+,  SIO  =444.  Top  40  funk  &  soul  mx.  ID  @  1119  by  OM 
anner  in  GG.  New  wave  mx  played  also.  (HAVRILKO,UK) 


Radio  Venceremos  (D:  37253,  2/8,  0250-0330,  SIO =222.  In  the  middle  of  the  Ham  bands. 
Didn’t  get  a  positive  ID  but  it  was  most  likeW  them.  OM  in  SS  shouting.  Off  @  0300.  6656- 
6670,  5A,  004o,  ^0=242.  OM  A  YL  annexs.  OM  w/  ID  @  0046.  Xmtr  was  moving  like  a  cat 
on  a  hot  tin  roof:  jumping  all  over  the  place.  Seemed  to  be  besting  for  a  while  and  then  quit. 
Thought  I  hid  a  Farabunoo  Marti  ID  at  one  time.  Lou^  audio.  (HavrTT  KO,i  iiq  . 


Wh^  6290.1,  2/8, 1350,  SIO =343-344.  ID  hid  at  1353.  Talk  abt  tiying  NA  test  to  no  avail  and 
getting  a  bpax  ipt  from  India. ,  Played  Phil  Collins  mx.  Standing  by  for  R.  Orion  A  Spectrum 
World  Besting.  (HAVRILKO,UK)  ^  ^ 


/ 


Welcome  to  Spy  Centre! 


This  month  you  will  have  a  rest  from  lomnes,  as  we  continue  with  the  article  we  began  back  in 
the  November  A*C*E  I  would  like  to  thank  73  Magazine  for  allowing  us  to  run  the  article,  and 
Mel  Pratt  for  finding  the  story  and  getting  permission  for  us. 

mf<ssaGES  from  station  CHARLIE 

by  Richard  Phenix 
(73  Magazine  Jan.  1982) 


[Part  2] 

THE  AGENTS 

Station  Charlie’s  special  task  was  to  work  with,  first,  agents  in  Scandinavian  countries,  second  with 
the  Jedbur^s  (Jeds),  agents  parachuted  in  ahead  of  invading  forces,  and,  third  with  mobile  sta¬ 
tions  which  moved  with  various  army  units.  During  invasion  days  and  the  weeks  following,  Jed  in¬ 
telligence  was  hotlined  to  the  armies,  giving  them  remarkably  up-to-date  information  on  what  lay 
mmediately  ahead.  Each  outstation  had  its  own  codes,  crystals,  transmission  "skeds",  and  s  ecret 
security  checks.  The  absence  of  the  last  in  any  message  was  supposed  to  alert  us  that  the  agent 
had  been  compromised  -that  it  was  the  enemy  now  using  the  codes  and  equipment.  While  both 
sides  had  some  successes  in  this  sort  of  counterintelligence,  usually  the  absence  of  the  check  was 
due  to  forgetfulness  or  the  great  pressures  under  which  agents  worked  in  the  field,  leading  them 
to  barc-bones  operations  -and  to  hell  with  procedures. 


reception  committee  might  not  be  there.  But  a  German  unit  just  might  be,  leading  to  an  abandon¬ 
ment  of  all  equipment  and,  hopefully,  a  headlong  dash  to  escape,  ^mctimes  it  m)  to  w  at 
Charlie  to  try  to  sort  out  what  had  nappened  when  the  wrong  agent  came  in  on  a 
body  else’s  code  was  used  in  an  emergency.  One  French  agent  1  met  in  Paris  later  in  told 
me  of  his  months  in  the  Ardennes  forest  in  1943  and  1944.  Regularly  on  the  fSl*!}’ 

ming  rivers  Vhile  the  Boche  fired  at  me"  (and  once  escaping  in  an  empty  wnc  parrel  or^  a  mend- 
y  farmer’ s  cart)-  Citron  spoke  with  dry  humor  of  times  ymen  he  fiwred  that 

airainct  him*  iinnt#>r  rinthrc  nrirarnutcd  to  him  in  Julv...one  Supply  diop  which  consisted  of 


eluded  I 
fought  i 

tact  after  jumping  into  France  (he  a  - ,  . 

had  been  tolrfby  the  Chief  Signal  Officer  (London)  about  our  own  agents -tl^at 

with  us  was  universally  reported  to  bring  an  emotional  high  JlTnthlJSonlo  do  our 

thereafter.  We  all  befievedthis,  at  Station  Charlie,  and  it  gave  us  additional  rnpti^tion  to  do  ow 
obs  well,  but  for  me  it  may  not  have  been  untU  ten  years  later  «hat  the  full  mwn^ 
clear  -when  I  had  occasion  to  hear  from  another  agent  about  the  magic  of  that  first  con 

SWAN 

"Oh,  how  many  tears  I  fell  that  day!"  was  the  way  Swan  expressed  «dio^^rator 

near  the  end  of  the  few  days  I  ever  knew  her  as  more  than  a  code  name, 
for  one  of  the  Norwegian  units  (all  of  which  were  known  by  bird  nam«),  rnuch  of  her  ^r 
been  spent  in  the  Stavinger  area.^  For  a  week  after  her  unit  was  acti^ted.  ^ 
contact  Charlie.  Then,  in  a  saeter,  much  higher  up  above  a  small  fjord  tlwn  she  had  been  be 
tod,  discouraged,  wet,  hun^,  anJl  fearful  of  the  Xjtrman  occupation  -for  thipr  su^^ 
then  that  her  team  was  in  the  vicinity  -she  turned  m  on  h«  a«iCTcd^qu 
time  and  in  came  the  booming  signal  for  Station  Charlie:  STW  SW  oW  dc  throueh 

QRK?  QRK?  QTC  QTC  K  K  rented  over  and  over  as  the  perforated  tape  loop  fed  tnrougn 


Z 


and  our  W/T  operator  strained  his  ears  anxiously  for  the  response:  G\M  de  STTW  QRK.  I  like 
to  think  that  I  remember  that  day,  37  years  ago,  and  maybe  I  do.  I  know  I  told  Swan  that  I  did 
('and  meant  it)  but  at  Charlie  we  hao  many  such  happy  first  contacts  with  agents,  whereas  for 
:>wan  it  was,  or  course,  the  only  one,  and  tears  glistened  on  her  cheeks  again  as  she  relived  it. 

"You  were  all  we  had,"  she  said.  "My  God,  that  feeling  of  not  being  alone  after  all!  We  got  our 
courage  back...ypu  [Station  Charlie]  were  there^and  you  never  let  us  down!"  So  far  as  we  could 
know.  Station  Charlie  never  let  an^ne  down.  There  was  a  set  period  of  time  for  listening  for  a 
agent  to  keep  a  sked,  at  the  end  of  which  the  pragmatic  assumption  was  that  he  was  blown  -dead 
or  captured-  and  we  could  stop  sending  out  our  call  on  a  listening  watch.  Somehow,  however,  we 
did  not  stop  unless  we  had  otner  intelligence  that  the  aeent  was,  indeed,  lost.  The  Charlie  W/ 
operators  hated  to  ave  up,  and  it  was  well  understood  when  some  of  them  used  off-shift  hours  to 
listen  for  signals  wmch  usually  never  came. 

HAMISH 

Hamish  was  one  of  the  Jeds  who  failed  to  keep  a  sked  one  day.  According  to  the  location  of  his 
pin  on  the  war  map  in  the  Cipher  room,  he  was  operating  in  a  particularly  hot  area.  fThis  map 
was  backed  up  ly  very  large-scale  maps  to  help  us  decipher  garbled  transmissions  which  often  in 
clud^  critically  in^rtant  place  names.  Thus  ,  we  coula  advise  London  that  "German  tanks  ma 
ing  at  Chatsauvyhr  undoubtedly  referred  to  Chatcauroux,  not  Chatcauneuf,  which  was  more  than 
ICu  air  miles  away  from  the  agent ’s  location.) 

As  with  other  agents  we  presumed  were  lost.  Station  Charlie  kept  Hamish  "alive"  beyond  the  re 
quired  period.  I  don’t  remember  what  it  was  that  made  Hamish  special  to  me,  but  he  was,  and  I 
know  that  he  was  particular^  in  my  mind  some  years  later  when  I  met  and  chatted  with  a  Ger 
man  whose  war  job  had  been  DFmg  Allied  clandestine  transmissions  in  the  Chateauroux  area;  he 
told  me  with  pride  of  some  of  the  successes  his  unit  had  enjoyed.  But  I  never  mentioned  Hamish 
or  Station  ^arlie-  to  him.  to  be  continued 


next:  THE  CIPHER  SECTION 


And  now  a  word  from  "'ACE  niunerolo^sf  Jim  Garrity: 

On  11A6/86  at  0800-0913  UTC,  any  doubts  1  mzy  have  had  about  the  origin  of  the  location  of 
the  S^L  5-digit  numbers  transmissions  were  satisfied.  As  we  all  have  been  reading,  it  had  be 
widely  reportedthat  these  broadcasts  were  originating  from  Cuban  transmitters.  Weil,  my  loggi 
on  the  above  date  &  times  has  verified  this  theoiy  to  me,  as  well  as  an  SWL  friend  who  also 
copied  the  same  broadcasts.  On  7438  kHt  at  0800  UTC,  1  copied  the  3-digit  "Atencion" 
preamble  which  always  precedes  the  5#  groups  being  announced.  No  big  deal,  except  that  in  be 
tween  numerals,  and  also  between  the  groups,  I  noticed  that  there  was  otner  program  material  on 
the  carrier,  which  consisted  of  French  dialogue  &  music,  the  "second"  pro^m,  if  you  will,  was 
not  of  a  constant  volume  level,  however,  since  it  got  considerably  lower  whenever 

the  SS/YL  words  were  spoken.  This  indicated  to  me  that  there  was  some  type  of  AGC  amplifier 
in  the  xmsn  path,  and  that  it  was  probably  in  the  audio  path  to  keep  the  YUs  level  constant.  But 
it  seemed  that  there  was  some  crosstalk  or  leakage  in  the  audio  circuitry  in  the  xmsn  facility. 
Now  the  question  was  what  was  the  second  (background)  program,  and  could  1  possibly  identify  it 

A  quick  scan  of  the  SW  bands  turned  up  a  station  on  9730  kHz,  with  the  same  program.  The  sta 
tion  was  Radio  Havana  Cuba,  broadcasting  to  Europe.  By  quickly  switching  from  one  freq.  to  the 
other  (my  RX  has  dual  VFO’^  so  this  was  no  problem)  it  was  absolutefy  obvious  that  the 
"second"  program  under  the  SS/YL  was  the  "main"  program  on  9730  kHz!!  At  0816,  the  #’s  BC 
ended,  but  the  xmtr  stayed  on  fill  0830,  with  the  audio  of  the  9730  xmtr  at  practically  full  leve 
since  there  was  no  SS/YL  to  "gain-down"  its  level. 

At  0830,  the  SS/YL  QSY’ed  to  6294  kHz.  and  started  her  spiel,  and  again,  the  program  on  9730 
kHz  was  on  in  the  background,  with  its  level  riding  up  &  oown  arain  in  ^c  with  the  S^L’s 
speech.  At  0930,  the  YL  went  back  to  7438  kHz  ana  asainj  the  9730  kHz  program  audio  was 
present  This  phenomenon  was  also  heard  by  another  SWL  fnend  who  uses  a  completely  dif 

ferent  receiver,  so  there  was  no  way  that  any  receiver  deficiencies  or  intermod  problems  could  be 
blamed.  So,  in  closing,  it  may  not  be  news  to  anyone,  but  this  was  the  first  time  I  myself  had 
monitored  any  actual  evidence  that  Cuban  transmitters  were  the  source  of  the  5-digit  num 
bers  transmissions.  I  cannot  rationalize  any  other  way  that  this  audio  crosstalk  could  hiwe  o 
curxed.  Aiqr  comments  that  other  members  mi^t  have  would  be  interesting  to  hear.  Jim  Gar 
rity.  Thanx  Jim!  Axy  comments  from  the  rest  of  you?  Oqps,  we’re  outa  room!  Until  next 
time:  73's  &  #’s,  Lani 


CLANDESTINE  PROFILE 

by 

George  Zeller 


2024  West  93rd  Street 
Cleveland,  Ohio  44102 
Phone  (216)  696-9077  (ncc) 


A»C»E  BOOTH  AT  ANARCON  1987 


Most  of  you  undoubtedly  noticed  the  announcement  on  pages  4  and  5  of  last  month's  A^C^E 
bulletin  containing  details  of  the  1987  ANARCON  convention  spon.sorcd  by  the  Association 
of  North  American  Radio  Clubs.  This  year's  convention  is  being  held  on  July  17-19  at  the  Novotel 
Hotel  in  Mississagua,  Ontario.  For  those  of  you  who  are  not  familiar  with  Canadian  geography, 
Mississagua  is  the  first  suburb  to  the  west  of  Toronto  at  the  western  end  of  Lake  Ontario. 

We  hope  to  see  a  good  turnout  of  A*C*E  members  at  ANARCON.  This  year  A*C*E  will  be 
represented  by  a  booth  at  the  ANARCON  club  exhibit  displays.  These  displays  by  ANARC 
clubs,  equipment  manufacturers,  and  various  international  broadcasters  are  always  among 
the  most  entertaining  things  to  see  at  the  convention.  All  A*C*E  members  are  encouraged 
to  stop  by  this  booth.  We  are  in  need  of  volunteers  to  sit  at  the  booth,  particularly  on  the  18th 
and  19th  of  July.  If  you  plan  to  attend  the  convention,  and  if  you  would  like  to  participate 
in  this  club  activity,  please  get  in  touch  with  your  editor  as  soon  as  possible.  I'll  look  forward 
to  seeing  many  of  you  in  Mississagua. 

CLANDESTINE  PROFILE  CONTEST 

Since  the  bulletin  was  mailed  rather  late  last  month,  I'll  hold  the  results  of  the  Clandestine 
Profile  Contest  until  next  month.  We  still  need  Information  and  tips  on  clandestine  stations 
to  share  with  the  membershii>-  your  input  is  always  strongly  encouraged  in  all  A*C*E  columns. 

REALLY  DIG  NEWS 

With  the  above  preliminaries  out  of  the  way,  let's  get  right  into  some  very  important  clandestine 
information.  In  issue  #117  of  his  Review  of  International  Broadcasting,  Glenn  Hauser  printed 
one  of  the  most  informative  analyses  of  Latin  American  clandestines  that  has  ever  been 
published.  If  you  are  not  familiar  with  Glenn's  publications,  JUB  and  its  sister  DX  Listening 
Digest  are  among  the  best  current  DX  publicotions  on  the  market.  Although  the  $20  subscription 
rote  for  ten  issues  of  either  magazine  is  rather  steep,  both  publications  are  well  worth  the 
price  if  you  con  afford  it.  Glenn  will  be  happy  to  send  you  a  sample  copy  of  RIB  or  DXLD  for 
$2.  His  address  is  Post  Office  Box  490756,  Fort  Lauderdale,  Florida  33349. 

Warren  Linds  of  Saskatchewan  contributed  the  big  article  to  RIB  #117.  Titled  "U.S.  Gives  Contra 
Propaganda  War  50,000  Watts  of  Power,"  it  was  published  by  the  Central  American  Historical 
Institute  of  Georgetown  (D.C.)  University  on  February  24,  1987.  If  you  would  like  a  copy  of 
this  importont  article,  a  SASE  to  you  editor  would  expedite  one  to  your  mailbox. 

Most  of  the  article  deals  with  the  clandestine  Radio  Liberacion  (MW-1520),  and  the  potential 
impact  of  its  anti-Sondanista  programming  on  the  population  and  government  of  Nicaragua. 
The  article  quotes  "official  Nicaraguan  sources"  that  claim  the  QTH  of  Radio  Liberacion  is 
in  El  Salvador.  The  station  is  designed  both  to  increase  the  audience  for  pro-contra  radio 
broadcasts  through  the  use  of  the  1520  MW  frequency,  and  to  improve  the  image  of  the  contras 
by  broadcasting  professionally  produced  programming.  The  contras  ^  and  the  Reagan 
administration  hope  to  use  the  station  as  effective  political  propaganda,  since  they  recognize 
the  futility  of  overthrowing  the  Nicaraguan  government  only  VIA  the  ineffective  contra  military 
forces.  (Yes,  folks,  these  are  the  same  contras  that  are  discussed  on  your  TV  every  day  during 
the  Congressional  hearings  on  the  Iran-contra  scandal). 

Several  pages  of  the  article  are  devoted  to  a  discussion  of  the 

The  station  appears  to  be  using  more  effective  and  professional 

is  the  case  with  the  other  contra  shortwave  clandestines,  such  as 

The  article  maintains  that  Radio  Liberacion  concentrates  on  themes  ®  ^  .j  „ 

Nicaragua,  but  that  it  does  not  outline  a  "coherent  political  or  aUernat 

Sandanista  government.  At  times.  Radio  Liberacion  blames  the  Sanda 

actually  committed  by  the  contras  themselves. 

There  is  too  much  good  information  in  this  article  to  fuUy  summarize  in  one  column.  So,  let 
me  just  list  some  of  the  other  major  DX  points  made  in  this  piece: 

•  The  Radio  quince  de  Septiembre  transmitter  QTH  is  in  Honduras.  This  transmitter  was 
also  used  for  Radio  Miskut  broadcasts  until  that  station  obtained  its  own  rig. 

- -  COA/Ti^^€0  ePA/  — 


KW-hequenziibersicht  dez!86-hJm87 

3463  kHz  Radio  Orion  (106) 

6249  kHz 

Altern.  Vatlkan  R.  (110) 

5295  kHz  Pirate  Freaks  BS  (1) 

6260  kHz 

Pun  Music  Radio  (117) 

5300  kHz  Sumner  Radio  86  (1) 

6261  kHz 

Radio  Skywave  Int'l  (7) 

6204  kHz  Radio  Torenvalk  (418) 

f  R.  Sounds  Int.  (2) 

6206  kHz  Radio  Delnare  (701) 

#  Starfleet  Radio  (4) 

«  FR  Service  Holland  (1) 

#  Voice  of  Guernsey  (7) 

f  Four  Freedons  VS  (801) 

6266  kHz 

Radio  Orion  (106) 

f  Freetlmo  R.  Int.  (701) 

#  Four  Freedons  VS  (801) 

#  Holiday  Radio  (2) 

#  Radio  Dead  Man  (805) 

«  KIVI-Radlo  (903) 

#  Satellite  BC  Coop.  (2) 

#  R.  Pogo  104  (2) 

#  Vrekln  Radio  () 

«  R.  Sunrise  Int.  (701) 

6268  kHz 

Capital  Radio  (5) 

#  Radio  ARO  Int.  (701) 

Laser  Shortwave  () 

«  Radio  Brazllla  (2) 

6270  kHz 

Pun  Music  Radio  (117) 

«  Radio  CLCG  (201) 

Radio  48  (4+101) 

#  Radio  (^llfornla  (2) 

Radio  Sovereign  SV  (117) 

#  Radio  Dlscollne  (205) 

6273  kHz 

KLA-Radio  (4) 

#  Radio  Liberty  Sound  (602) 

Spectrum  VBC/Hot  Hits  (104) 

#  Radio  Limit  Int'l  (2) 

6274  kHz 

Radio  Onega  (101) 

«  Radio  Marabu  Int'l  (2+4) 

6275  kHz 

King  Radio  (1) 

#  Radio  Prlvat  (202) 

Radio  48  (4+101) 

#  Radio  Scorpio  (4) 

Spectrum  VBC/Hot  Hits  (104) 

«  Rlght’Vlng  Radio  (2) 

6276  kHz 

Radio  lormaal  (408) 

#  Riverside  Radio  Int'l  (301) 

6278  kHz 

UK  105  () 

#  Vorld  Star  R.  (701) 

6279  kHz 

Radio  Orion  (106) 

6211  kHz  Radio  Vallerl  (305) 

#  Pour  Freedoms  VS  (801) 

Skull  h  Bones  RS  (305) 

#  Radio  East  Coast  Conn.  (3) 

6217  kHz  Riverside  Radio  Int'l  (301) 

6280  kHz 

OK  105  () 

V  Radio  Dutchboy  (407) 

Vestslde  Radio  Int'l  (5) 

#  Maple  Leaf  Radio  (904) 

#  Radio  Dead  Kan  (805) 

#  Radio  Liberty  Sound  (602) 

6281  kHz 

v  Radio  Dutchboy  (407) 

6219  kHz  V  SUd  Vest  Radio  (204) 

6282  kHz 

Canzonl  Radio  (6+110) 

6220  kHz  Radio  Krlstel  Int.  (114) 

Radio  Kraftwerk  () 

6221  kHz  Britain  Radio  Int'l  (4tl01) 

Sumner  Radio  86  (1) 

Radio  Sandman  (416) 

6284  kHz 

Pirate  Freaks  BS  (1) 

Radio  Tonalr  (416) 

6285  kHz 

VLR  InternatlOEal  (101) 

Radio  Torenvalk  (418) 

V  Radio  Dutchboy  (407) 

6224  kHz  Radio  Atlantis  SV  (2^3) 

6286  kHz 

Radio  Bast  Coast  Conn.  (3) 

Radio  Panela  (110) 

6288  kHz 

Veekend  Music  Radio  (109) 

6225  kHz  Britain  Radio  Int'l  (4+101) 

6290  kHz 

Radio  Bavaria  O 

Radio  Delnare  (701) 

V  Radio  Dutchboy  (407) 

6228  kHz  Radio  Benelux  (1) 

6293  kHz 

Pirate  Freaks  BS  (1) 

6230  kHz  Radio  East  Coast  Cons.  (3) 

Radio  Apollo  Int  (3) 

Radio  Orion  (106) 

$  Pndlo  Marabu  Int'l  (2+4) 

#  Fuur  Freedoms  VS  (801) 

6294  kHz 

Radio  Sovereign  SV  (117) 

6231  kHz  Britain  Radio  Int'l  (4+101) 

Veekend  Music  Radio  (109) 

6232  kHz  Spectrum  VBC/Hot  Hits  (104) 

6295  kHz 

Radio  Bavaria  () 

6233  kHz  V  SUd  Vest  Radio  (204) 

Radio  Diamond  (2) 

6234  kHz  Britain  Radio  Int'l  (4+101) 

V  Radio  Dutchboy  (407) 

6240  kHz  R.  Mova  Int.  (703) 

6296  kHz 

V  Radio  leptune  Int.  (413) 

Radio  Orion  (106) 

6297  kHz 

Radio  Unlversun  (2) 

Radio  Rainbow  Int'l  (302) 

V  Radio  Dlanond  (2) 

Radio  Sovereign  SV  (117) 

6298  kHz 

v  R.  lova  Int.  (703) 

Spectrum  VBC/Hot  Hits  (104) 

6299  kHz 

V  Radio  leptune  Int.  (413) 

6241  kHz  Radio  Panela  (110) 

6300  kHz 

Spectrum  VBC/Hot  Hits  (104) 
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6301  kHz 


6305 

6310 

6313 

6315 

6319 

6329 

6339 

6359 

6523 

6605 

6815 

6849 

6910 


7140 

7295 


kHz  V 
kHz 

kHz  V 

kHz 

kHz 

kHz 

kHz 

kHz 

kHz 

kHz 

kHz 

kHz 


kHz 


kHz 

kHz 


R.  Hova  lot.  (703) 
Starboard  Sound  (101) 
Wonderful  FR  London  (3) 
Radio  Dutchboy  (407) 

Radio  Ireland  Int'l  (305) 
Weekend  Music  Radio  (109) 
Radio  Heptune  Int.  (413) 
R.  Tutenchaoun  Int'l  (2) 
Free  Medway  Town  R.  (105) 
Anglo  Saxon  BC  (206) 

Radio  Europa  Int'l  (105) 
Radio  Europa  Int'l  (105) 
Radio  Europa  Int'l  (105) 
Radio  Pamela  (110) 

Radio  Orion  (106) 

Radio  Mongoose  (118) 

Radio  Pamela  (110) 
I.R.R.S.  (7) 

FR  Service  Holland  (1) 
Radio  Dublin  Int'l  (303) 
The  Message  (312) 

World  Music  Radio  (412) 
Radio  Spoleto  Int'l  (504) 
Radio  Milano  Int'l  (501) 
KlVI-Radio  (903) 

R.  Tutenchanun  Int'l  (2) 
Radio  California  (2) 

Radio  Dlscollno  (205) 
Radio  Joystick  (2) 

Radio  Waves  Int'l  (601) 


7312  kHz  Radio  Meteor  (1) 

7315  kHz  KBC-Radlo  (6) 

7316  kHz  Radio  Benelux  (1) 

UK  105  () 

V  Radio  Orion  (106) 

R.  Atlantic  2000  Int'l  (1) 
R.  Atlantic  2000  Int'l  (1) 
European  Cbrletlan  R.  (901) 
Radio  Orion  (106) 

Radio  Caldonla  (417) 

V  Radio  101  Int'l  (702) 

V  Radio  Brigitte  (409) 

Radio  Benelux  (1) 

Radio  Caldonla  (417) 

Radio  Pamela  (110) 

Radio  Meteor  (1) 

Radio  Aquarius  Int'l  (417) 
Radio  Caldonla  (417) 

Radio  Vaves  lut'l  (601) 
Radio  Dead  Man  (805) 

Crystal  Radio  (102) 

Radio  Freedom  Int'l  (115) 

$  Radio  Shetland  Int'l  (115) 

#  VLR  International  (101) 
7806  kHz  R.  Atlantic  2000  Int'l  (1) 
7840  kHz  Radio  Vaves  Int'l  (601) 
11545  kHz  v  Marconi  Radio  Int'l  (503) 
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7325  kHz 
7330  kHz 
7335  kHz 
7353  kHz 
7360  kHz 
7362  kHz 

7365  kHz 


7369  kHz 

7370  kHz 

7374  kHz 

7375  kHz 


(001) 

Post bus  41 

7700  AA  Dedensvaart 
The  Hetherlands 

(002) 

Fostfacb  22  03  42 
5600  Wuppertal  22 
West  Germany 

(003) 

P.O.  Box  5 
Hunstanton 
Rorfolk  PE36  5AU 
United  Kingdom 

(004) 

Postbus  19074 
3501  DB  Utrecht 
The  Hetherlands 

(005)  j 

310  Collins  Avenue jvest 
Vl.ltehall  ? 

Dublin  9 

Ireland  jj 

I. 


(006) 

PostbuB  725 

6600  AS  Arnhem 

The  Hetherlands 

(105) 

P.O.  Box  SH9 

Sheerness  KE12  lAQ 
United  Kingdom 

(007> 
c/o  IRRS 

P.O.  Box  1686 

Dublin  1 

Ireland 

(106) 

62  B  Edgewood  Road 
Rednal 

Birmingham  B45  0SG 
United  Kingdom 

(101) 

32  Victoria  Road 
Salisbury 

Wiltshire  SPl  3HG 

United  Kingdom 

(109) 

42  Arran  Close 

Cherry  Hinton 
Cambridge  CBl  4SH 
United  Kingdom 

(102) 

190  Monument  Road 
Edgbaston 

Birmingham  B16  8UU 
United  Kingdom 

(110) 

3  Rosewarne  Cottages 
Rose warns  Downs 
near  Camborne 
Cornwall  TR14  OBE 
United  Kingdom 

(104) 

BM  Broadcasting 

London  VCIN  3XX 

United  Kingdom 

(114) 

514  Brighton  Road 
South  Croydon 

Surrey.  England 
United  Kingdom 
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(115) 

(305) 

(504) 

314  Argyle  Street 

10  North  Richmond  Street 

Vicolo  Volusio  1 

Glaegow 

Dublin  1 

06049  Spoleto 

Scotland 

Ireland 

Italy 

United  Klngdoa 

(312) 

(601) 

(117) 

P.O.  Box  9741 

B.P.  130 

BN  Nectar 

Dublin  12 

92504  Rueil> 

London  VCIN  3XX 

Ireland 

Malmaison  Cedex 

United  Klngdon 

(407) 

France 

(118) 

Postbus  87 

(602) 

Flat  'A' 

7710  AB  Hleuwleueen 

Jean-Luc  Vlgid 

129  B  Milton  Road 

The  Netherlands 

2  Rue  du  Vieux-Moulin 

Gravesend 

62630  Staples 

Kent 

(408) 

France 

United  Kingdom 

Postbue  395 

2980  AJ  Ridderkerk 

(701) 

(201) 

The  Netherlands 

Radio  Delmare 

c/o  CLCG 

Postbus  36 

Poelfach  54  01  01 

(409) 

2050  Antwerpen 

4100  Duisburg  11 

Brigitte  van  Gelder 

Belgium 

Vest  Geroany 

Post bus  10 

7954  ZG  Rouveen 

(702) 

(202) 

The  Netherlands 

B.P.  2 

Turnstrape  26 

4680  Gemaenich 

6500  Kalnz 

(412) 

Belgium 

Vest  Germany 

Postbus  4078 

1009  AB  Amsterdam 

(703) 

(204) 

The  Netherlands 

Postbus  5 

Postfach  1471 

2638  Rest 

6690  St.Vendel 

(413) 

Belgium 

Vest  Geruny 

Postbue  185 

8180  AD  Heerde 

(801) 

(205) 

The  Netherlands 

P.O.Box  255 

RDl -Funkgemeinscbaf t 

Venus.  Texas  76084 

Postiach  1130 

(416) 

USA 

4154  Tdnlsvorst  1 

Postbus  21 

Vest  Germany 

7010  AA  Gaanderen 

(805) 

The  Netherlands 

P.O.Box  110 

(206) 

Johnson  City 

Grummark 

(417) 

New  York  13790 

2340  Kappeln 

Postbus  65027 

USA 

Vest  Germany 

3002  DA  Rotterdam 

The  Netherlands 

(901) 

(301) 

Postfach 

P.O.  Box  39 

(418) 

A-2345  Brunn 

Va ter  ford 

Postbus  36 

Austria 

Ireland 

7010  AA  Gaanderen 

The  Netherlands 

(903) 

<302) 

P.O.Box  1437 

151  Koneymore 

(501) 

Hastings 

Di ogbeda 

Via  Locatelli  6 

New  Zealand 

County  Louth 

20124  Milano 

(904) 

P.O.Box  1133 

Ireland 

Italy 

<303) 

(503) 

.  Valley  View 

Dublin  9 

Via  Gozzano  6 

Alberta 

Ireland 

40127  Bologna 

Canada  TOH  3H0 

. 

Italy 

7 


5* 


HISTORY  OF  RADIO  DUBLIN 


Radio  IXiblln  started  In  1966,  seventeen  years  ago,  as  an  alternative  to  Radio 
Carollw  -  a  pirate  ship  based  off  the  south  coast  of  England.  It  was  started  by 
Roger  LIonxI  and  ken  Sheehan.  At  that  time  we  only  broadcasted  on  Sunday  afternoons 
on  less  than  10  w’atts  on  medlun  wave.  Ihe  station  made  no  real  progress  until  1973/74 
wticn  extended  operations  to  Saturdays  as  well  as  most  of  Sunday.  In  late  1974  the 
transmitter  broke  down  and  Eamon  Cooke  was  brought  on  the  scene  to  repair  It.  Eamon 
began  to  take  an  Interest  In  the  station  and  in  time  Roger  and  Ken  dropped  out  leaving 
Eancn  and  Dr.  Don  to  run  the  station. 

In  1976  another  station  was  set  up  in  IXjblin  by  Dr.  Don  and  Dave  C.  a  local  disc  jockey. 
This  station  was  called  A.R.D.  or  Alternative  Radio  Dublin.  Eamon  kept  Radio  Dublin 
going  and  in  Etecember  1977  he  could  see  that  our  listeners  needed  more  than  just  a  week¬ 
end  altematlv'C  to  RIE)  -  the  national  netvx)rk  -  so  for  a  three  week  period  over  Christmas 
1977  brcaJeastod  24  hours  a  day  -  the  first  to  ever  attempt  such  a  feat  in  Ireland. 
.After  Christmas  Eamon  found  that  people  would  not  accept  the  Idea  of  Radio  Dublin 
broadcasting  on  w«eekends  only  so  he  gave  up  his  television  repair  shop  and  went  full  time 
into  running  Radio  IXiblln. 


Frotr.  then  on  Radio  Dublin  progressed  from  a  hobby  pirate  to  a  24  hour-a-day  commercial 
radio  station  carrying  paid  advertisement.  Gone  w’ere  the  days  of  moving  location  each 
u^ek  to  avoid  detection  by  the  Department  of  Posts  &  Telegraphs.  The  station  settled  in 
Ea.'TXxn's  horc  -  a  small  terraced  house  in  the  western  suburbs  of  IXiblln  city.  There 
were  a  nonber  of  raids  on  the  station  but  only  one  successful  prosecution.  It  was 
fortunate  that  Irish  legislation  on  the  matter  was  so  old. 

In  1978  w«  registered  Radio  Dublin  Limited  as  a  radio  broadcasting  company  with  the 
Irish  authorities  in  the  Companies  Registration  Offices  at  IXiblln  Castle.  This  gave 
us  full  legal  status  as  a  limited  liability  company,  but  alas  not  a  licence  to  broad¬ 
cast.  In  late  1979  we  decided  to  expand  Into  F>t.  We  needed  more  ec^lpment  - 
American  -  and  a  larger  premises  so  in  September  of  that  year  we  moved  to  a  detached 
house  in  large  grounds  where  the  station  Is  at  present  based.  With  the  extra  sp.'tce 
we  could  erect  a  number  of  aerials  and  open  a  second  chanrwl  o”  ||52  ^  for  specially 
progrannes.  Also  In  1979  we  organised  the  first  Radio  Dublin  Holiday  to 
inlon junction  with  Capel  Travel  and  Air  Florida.  It  was  such  a  success  that  we 
repeated  this  in  1980  and  1981. 

interference  caused  to  a  British  government  station,  we  moved  to  6287.8  KHz  and 
finally  to  our  present  position  on  6910  KHz. 

Cut  shortwave,  medlun  wave  Ito  watts; 

If  yuJ  would  like  to  corresp^  w  th  som^  in  ireia  f^ee  of  charge.  In 

O^r  the  years  Radio  Dublin  has  b^n  lnstru;ental  In 

?rJh^  radio  Leoe  both  locally  w  dT^o?  tadl^blln®were  the  first 

lister  whatever  he  wants  If  U  Is  In  wr  raids.  Me  are  still  the 

static  to  settle  In  one  location  despite  «  °[4e  of^rge  for  charitable  evwts 

only  station  to  provide  a  decora^  sponsored  walks  for  hospitals  and  comru^y 

TJil  I  the  tlatlonal  Chi  dron  s  toy  ^  forced  to  bring  out  a  second 

work  in  the  legislation  was  expected  in  Ja^ry 


rSio  Sunshine  were  raided  and  equipment  taken  away  It  Z 

i^rprference  to  aircraft,  police,  ambulance  and  otlwr  causing 

i^efukeW  were,  since  they  v«re  operatlr^  services,  which  Chey^ 

S"  These  stations  are  now  back  on  the  aU  but^^^'mih  on  AM  and  10  Ici  on 

[rations  are  operating  a  shortwave  services.  The  raids  Power.  Neither  of  these 

Ra«*er  if  you  are  ever  in  toblln  business  or  vacation  you  are  alwavs  _ _ _ 

Radio  Dublin  studios  -  just  three  miles  (five  kilometers)  f?om  ISI  cl^'^cel^re?^ 

tri.  >i»  iSSfa??'" 

And  please  mention  Radio  IXiblln  If  you  are  writing.  4. 

Finally  we  nuiKto  expand  our  shortwave  service  into  a  corrmerclallv  viable  conrom 
conjunction  with  »^rld  Misic  Radio  of  Amsterdam  In  Holland  and  th^  BlllboartCbTOraJlon 
in  the  IMited  States,  we  are  r^ng  special  rruslc  programs  on  Su^ir?^^  m 
CO  10.00  am  Irish  time  and  on  Mondays  from  2.00  am  to  OU  am.  Reception 
these  programmes  should  be  addressed  to  World  Music  Radio,  P.O.  Box  4078  Ams^rdam 
Holland.  *  * 


Since  publication  of  this  history  sheet  In  1983  some  changes  have  taken  place  Local 
radio  legislation  has  again  been  put  off  until  late  1985  at  the  earliest;  Radio  Dublin 
has  appointed  a  New  York  agency  to  handle  overseas  religious  programnes  -  a  nunber  of 
which  now  run  on  the  station  throughout  the  week.  Enquiries  In  this  regard  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Intradlt  Corporation,  21  East  90th  Street,  New  York  10028  USA 


REMEMBER  THE  PIRATES? 


••TEN  YEARS  OF  OFFSHORE  RADIO"  LP 
double  album  limited  edition 


!•  Tkmrt  ol  Ollfthorc  Radio 


Offshore 
! .  Radio 


.-...double  LP  £4.99 
(DOIJBLE  cassette  £5.49) 
(plus  30  pence  postage) 


OFFSHORE  RADIO"  by  Gerry  Bishop 
PRICE  £4.75  plus  30  pence  postage 
OVER  150  PHOTOGRAPHS  LARGE  A4  SIZE 


\pius  ju  pence  postage)  prlct  of 

Both  the  record  and  the  book  are  available  from  Script  individually  ‘Itgua  to: 

-  ‘"'ludlng  postage  and  packaging).  Sand  a  crossed  poi  *  .  -nlou  flflPtS 

MUSIC  RADIO  PROMOTIONS  (Dept.SS)P0  Box 400.  Kings  Ungl  y»  _ 


The  story  of 
Radio  Mercur 


// 


AtTlJE 

TIONSl 


D  J  Tonmy  Rhitn  b  idTmi  more  gt  ihc 
itMlh  ihM  he  rcalivi  «hcn  he  dcKiiN:* 

Ihc  commgniiy  aboird  the  romm^n 
««or  «a  MASH  ank.  WcuiW  u. 

..  .  '*'^^'P**P*'.linchtoodaiiJfui\oinhe 
huh  «l  llic  very  lew  ■  iroupof  moJondav 

Ancieiii  ManncnaloneoaavUerndeva.hur- 
pUo  la\c  proien  rcobknuiir.  *iih  roudMiift^ 

•nd  occasioiully  water  runnini  out.  but  «lui  me 
uw  wai  more  liVc  ‘Swallomi  and  AruaW  ui 
llie  acvuninanimcni  of  Hk  lliiinh  lor  Ibe 
btocLade  has.  u  the  OJi  c«i|dinhr.  sou 
loarmi  aboaid  the  sWir.  They  join  the  bank  mnh 
the  nearby  Ucparlmeni  of  Trade  and  InduMn 
ipy  boat  Uwpirir  Sunrjvr  whh  flee,  hmhnf 
jiba  at  them  om  the  air  and.  MMiKtiinc«. 
ihfouih  a  loud  liaOer  from  the  imall  pmvdAi 
at  the  Stan.  We  aiiived  on  the  i«m.e  «i\\l> 
Shomer  Day.  and  Ihac  was  enrry  for  IuikIi. 

Kisets's  vnmparhons  miih  M.VSI I  can  N-  put- 
Mol  tuillicr  among  ilicUh;  «ilhllKh)|viAtnc 
aiarhe  Wolfe  as  a  rint  sUesl  llamleye,  Kiscs%  a 
hisTrapi'Ct  J*din  or  111.  and  pr«t|yanunecsmiii4- 
Icr  LI/  West  ;«  a  perham  leliMani  Maiyjivi 
lluolahan.  Tlie  cramped  cimdiimms  and  the 
Mocladc  —  dubbed  ’L-uiodryc  «.'*  —  base  fisen 
rive  to  a  manic,  surreal  road  hmnuur  aVin  to  ihji 
antoitg  touring  bands,  much  of  mhich  must  m)s 
tify  tiK  aseiapc  lidtSKT.  TIk  uaihm  has  csmsiius 
tcditstmiimsthidofs.milhDIs.eluiavlciv  *'  ' 
nisKanilcs(nlnts«iflticl«sjihicSplinies  *' ' 
(ilic  moodoi  ds\L  •mheic  me nio J  «l  m  t. 
nnig.’  says  W<iltc|  laiwiy:  on  an  MOim  <r' 
UseTyoiK  leoKisdMs  the  sme  about  the  yrcen 
potato  sabd  with  the  acafuH  featha  fat  it.  tlx 
cook  who  smuld  run  throuih  the  ship  Krcamini 
•We’re  tfaikingl  We’re  ilnkhn*’  emy  time  the 
tide  turned,  and  the  party  osrcr  at  tlie  Rad** 
CaroliiK  ship  Han  Rormr  wlwn  someone  ai 
Lasa  kfi  a  record  cfickfaig  on  il<c  run-out  tia>^ 
tor  a  wIkiIc  hour.  As  sometimn  lappens  fat  «*ii 
shore  sToirannfaics.  the  three  wsutictt  DJs  aixui  4 
haM  all  fallen  imo  the  sanw  mcnsirual  cysk  a. 
the  most  hormonally  dominant  wswun  atmvirj 
(West,  rd  gusts),  niakins  tiK  time  of  the  nuuuh 
in.  er.  period  when  most  of  the  nukerew  sumU 
leafly  raiher  be  In  PhUaddplia.  Ilatilng  nunam.. 
attachments  -  oceadonany  rummired  but  dan- 
gcrout  fat  soch  a  setting  and.  anyway.  I  douN  .1 
they'd  find  a  bed  bigertough  for  moof  ihetr  sv 
—  it  really  docs  hate  aB  the  eaper-undef -durcs. 

trappings  of  MASH  Unit  4077. 

With  little  eaetption.  the  DJs  aB 
eertisernemi  in  the  US  music  iratk 
inritfaig  them  to  'Couk 

Con  p^e  from  a  ship  m  the  N«  ih  to .  TT^ 

come  from  wiaB  losw  « 

brier  urban  Rations  in  cma  such  a*  Mknn^ 

bs.  Few  of  them  knew  what  to 

arrited  espreting  sotncihmg  the  mk  ^ 

ftny  «.d  ipwi  her  fuR  30  houn 

iryini  to  be  sick.  With 

ii^nkUng  of  oMks  -  important  to  the  uft^ 

Strictly  Top  40,  Singles  from  the  tower  W  ^ 

aomeiimei  drawn  into  the  progr^*"*- 

bevausc  thcy'ic  espested  to 

admits  ruefully,  became  fresh 

haven't  arrl*ed  from  isT> 

weather  conditions,  fteurds  are  pansfeerro  is  p 


oriridsn  Hliich  .nc  Vcpi  in  ihc  liny  «udio.  wlikh 
iJ  padded  like  an  aiKvhoic  chamber  alihonsli  the 
poiiholc  i»  siill  orvn  lo  ihc  vra.  For  ihe  niosi  nan 
II  « rifidly  programmed.  Ihc  Top  40  and  W are 
pui  on  a  roiaiini:  file  card  %>%icm,  and  difl'ercnl 
genrn  arc  given  Jilfciciii  colour  •codings  A  vvl- 
our  ’cUKk*  iiuiru.iv  ihc  DJ  lo  scicvi  from  a  pre- 
SCI  vckclioii.  wiih  gjp.  for  ’iinprnvivaiion’  lo 
frethen  up  ihc  c>.lc  ‘If  >ou  walked  inio  an 
American  siaiion.’  vakl  a  DJ.  'you  uouldn'l  be 
ulo»ed  lo  set  Ihiv.*  Aparl  from  staiion  promo- 
Horn  and  ’Furtuiege  *85’  reports,  the  siaiion 
mono  u  •Hi're  never  more  than  a  minuic  away 
from  Ihe  niuvic'.  and  should  a  voice  intrude  ii  Is 
on  y  10  assure  you  ihal  some  hii  or  chestnut  is 
only  ’around  ihe  cornet 

While  'pr.iiile  free'.  the  siaiion  has  been 
seyaely  crmciscd  for  iis  mainstream  program- 
mini.  Wolfe  says,  howorr.  ’People  alwa«  com- 
pUin  ih.ii  we  di.n’1  p|.,y  The  Jesus  A  Mary 
tnam.  It  may  sound  Arncrican-capiialiMic  bui 
uc  are  a  hii  radio  siatiiw  We  don’t  make  hits,  we 
play  liilv’  Nor  can  one  really  argue  wlicn  West 
Mys.  ’  ’’UducRling  Ihe  audience”  is  another  term 
for  shoMiig  soincthing  down  people’s  throats  ’ 
This  IS  undamined  by  iheir  confession  ih.ii 
they  HoulJ  like  lo  make  hits  but  feel  that  they 
need  lo  nail  until  they  arc  more  esiabibhrd.  Mosi 
would  s.iy  that  12  million  is  pretty  established 
already,  and  this  could  be  seen  as  a  measure  of 
how  fragile  they  see  iheir  position  on  Ihc  great 
waveband  in  ihe  sky.  Diil  even  1.  propagandist 
for  an  things  noisy  and  German,  will  always 
plump  for  l  aser  raiher  than  ihe  inane  rabhii  of 
Radio  I  and  Capital.  Although  only  if  I  have 
to. . . 


While  the  IKfvsrimenl  of  Trade  and 
Industry  still  denies  It  Is  M•KH:kad• 
inp'  I  a-er.  the  suiseill.incc  Kr-ni 
s»n  Aiiyiui  h.  when  ihcVti  lool  in¬ 
shore  ivitrol  boat  Iho/uncSunry- 
•  •r  ainseJ  in  the  area  where  both  the  Communi- 
color  and  the  Host  Knrn^e  are  anchored  within 
sight  of  each  other.  The  Surveyor  hove  close  lo 
the  Coniinunicator,  circling  it  a  number  of  times, 
photographing  movTmenis  on  board  and  watch¬ 
ing  the  ship  through  binoculars.  Last  week.il  was 
alleged  lhal  the  Surveyvr  used  directional  micro¬ 
phones  to  record  a  conversation  between  a 
power-boat  skipper  and  Comimnticaior  crew, 
although  the  DTI  says  it  is  unable  to  give  details 
of  snrveill.iiKC  procedure  or  the  technology 
al>oaid  the  ship.  It  has  photographed  vessels 
visiting  Ihe  sliip.  including  those  that  regularly 
carry  ’Anoraks’,  fans  of  the  si.iiion.  out  to 
photograph  the  ships,  chat  to  the  crew  and  gener¬ 
ally  get  chucked  around  the  ocean.  1  lie  Surveyor 
is  psisiiioneO  equidistant  between  the  ships  and 
.shrilly  to  Iheir  stern  and,  should  the  fancy  lake 
it.  manoeuvres  around  the  ships  if  it  spois  some¬ 
thing  suspicious  going  on.  In  one  such  man- 
ouevre.  the  Surveyor  almost  collided  with  the 
Ross  Revenge.  . 

A  week  previous  lo  our  visit,  both  boats  decid¬ 
ed  to  Find  out  who  the  Surveyor  was  really  after. 

,  The  Communicator  upped  anchor  and  headed 
off  for  deeper  waters  13  miles  further  East.  The 
Surveyor  gave  chase  shortly  afterwards,  shadow¬ 
ing  Communicator  through  a  very  stormy  night. 
An  inshore  vessel,  it  w-as  unable  to  anchor  In  deep 
waters.  'From  what  we’ve  heard  from  various 
•  sources.’  says  Rivers,  ’the  boat  look  a  poundmg  ’ 
Fast  week  the  Force  Nines  returned,  and  uJs 
reported  with  delight  lhal  it  was  bemg  tossed 
around  bke  a  matchsiick.  Mc'ilv,  ihpr  restrict 
themselves  to  on-air  commiserations  with  ’all  the 
people  puking  up  over  :here.’  ’Charlie  just  loves 
the  smell  of  napalm.’  West  says  dramatically. 

Urgdy,  Uiough.  they  say  they  are  on  good 
terms  with  the  Surveyor  atv/.  if  not  her  control¬ 
lers,  and  have  even  played  requests  for  Siiryryor 
aew  members.  If  there  is  a  war  between  the  two 
ships,  it  ■$  a  one-sided  war  of  ribbing;  be  it  Charlie 
Wolfe  broadcnsiing  live  from  Ihc  poop-deck,  bel¬ 
lowing  acrots  the  \ovcs  at  the  .Sunr,\or.  or  ilw 
station’s  ’DeebAid’  marathon  when  the  Govern- 
meni  refused  lo  up  the  lienee 
equally  scathing  about  ihcailmg  kciuivli  H  R  •i.t- 
lion,  Invlcin,  nnd  the  pLinned  IIIK  R...h.»l  -  \, 
whovc  frequency  Laser  iv  ciiircitily  sqHaicm,;- 
Tlic  feeling,  apparently.  Is  mutual. 


yo:"tis;:kxrthi;  ^‘-cn 

maritime,  ind  wmecim„  cm^rgeTy  b,o 
aea'/mihlinil*''^  •nierfere  wiih  nircrafl ’landing- 
ferret  wSr  i  [*i  riial  lliey  in- 

nil  .  guidance  systems  of  Norili  Sea 

nothing  fell  out  of 

rusmi.h  .1.^^  iPoVesman  Peter  Anderson 
claims  that  hehcopler  pilots  have  been  tuning  into 

being  blMI^  with  Duran  Duran'  A  ipokevnian 
for  the  Civil  Aviation  Autl.orily  concurred  with 
this,  wymg  that,  on  two  nearby  frequcncivn. 
auladireclion  finders  on  aircrafi  and  helicopiai 
.  arming  affccicd  by  these  transmissions. 

The  final  nail  in  the  coffin  of  this  argument 
came  from  Mike  Norris,  an  operations  supervi¬ 
sor  and  a  pilot  himself  with  Driilow  llelicopicrs. 
Ihe  largest  hclicopler  firm  in  Europe  and  main 
operators  of  hclicopler  nights  in  the  North  Sea 
oil  fields.  ’It’s  very  serious  indeed,’  he  said. 
•Thai’s  why  we’re  complaining.  And  not  just  us. 
^ryonc.’  Norris’s  specific  complaint,  however, 
is  about  Radio  Caroline’s  signal  sprawling  across 
frequencies  and  blocking  guidance  systems. 
Losct  only  affects  broadcasts  received  by  Rris- 
low  s  Aberdeen  hclicupiers.  Their  guidance  sys¬ 
tems  arc  also  seriously  afrected  by  Radio  4  broad¬ 
casts  out  of  Rugby.  Out  Norris  will  not  allow  his 
company  to  be  aligned  with  the  DTI’s  claim  that 
the  pirates  present  a  serious  ’life-threat’.  The 
prospects  of  mid-air  collision  are  only  ’an  ex¬ 
treme  likelihood',  and  pir.xie  interference  is 
rcg.irded  more  ax  a  ‘reduction  of  safely’.  Sources 
in  Ihe  hclicc»picr  industry  say  that  pilots  vimpU 
sw  iich  lo  alicrnaiivc  methods  of  nasigaiing  Uui 
lhal  inconvenience  still  gives  cause  for  seriovi' 
concern,  and  ilie  industry's  complaints  are  en¬ 
tirely  valid. 

Further  to  their  defence.  Laser  claim  that  ii 
was  their  arris  al.  and  capture  of  a  large  audience, 
lhal  spurred  the  Government  into  action.  Organ¬ 
isations  like  the  Independent  nroadcasling 
.  Authority  and  Association  of  Independent  Radio 
Coniracinrs  say  they  have  Ikcu  lobbying  fvu 
greater  action  for  a  number  of  years  now.  but  the 
reason  why  it  has  just  iiaricd  is  quite  simple. 
Until  the  passing  of  the  IVIU  TcIccommunK'a 
lions  Act  it  was  the  Post  Office,  nnd  a  rather  lax 
Post  Office  al  that,  who  were  responsible  for 
pursuing  pirates  NViih  its  privaiiviiion,  respensi- 
biliiy  went  lo  Ihe  Dfl,  who  earlier  this  year 
poured  moie  resources  into  fighiin):  llic  pirates 
The  Laser  blockade  Is  ihc  latest  in  a  series  of  avi- 
lons  which  have  seen  land-based  pirates  raided 
and  their  equipment  seized  under  new  powers 

While  llic  legal  radio  community  —  stations 
and  associations  —  vehemently  deny  that  they 
arc  behind  the  Government  action,  the  p.xrjiioia 
theory  lhal  a  slipshisd  and  iii<ffcclu:il  radni  nci- 
woik  Is  trying  lo  get  rid  of  highly  successful  coni- 
petition  still  has  a  ring  of  truth  about  it.  The  Dfl 
complains  lhal  l.ascr  Is  totally  unrcgulai^.  dub¬ 
bing  them  'anarchists  of  the  airwaves’,  'lhal 
hurts.’  rays  Oiarlic  Wolfe,  a  iceioial.  non-sniol 
ing  Mormon  who  h.\s  all  his  f.xn  mail  on  compu¬ 
ter  floppy-disc,  'Wc  follow  American  rules.’  It 
lias  also  been  pviintcd  out  lhal  I.asa  pays  no 
royaliia,  although  Liz  West  says  that  they  have 
jfiiY/-lo  pay.  Criminals  who  wish  they  weren’t. 
Ihcy’ic  caugiil  by  both  sides.  ' 

That  I  .»w.  IV  .III  illcy.il  »viy.xiii\;n»<'n  iin.li  i 
cuirciii  lliiti'h  Liw  iv.ni  unlv'inuiaic  I*'i' 
unavoidable  lae;.  Ihii  juvl  sitting  sun 
llicrc.  wailing  for  Shower  Day  aid  moan¬ 
ing  about  curry  for  lunch  otain.  It  points 
out  some  glaring  shortconiing*  in  the  Ic'gal  t*dio 
community.  While  r.-gulated  and  rcvirkied  by 

nccdictime  ay -icmenis  which  litnii  the  amoimi  of 
music  that  can  be  played,  no  Uritixh  nor. 
American,  station  has  won  an  audience  the  si/s 
lhal  Laser  claims  to  h.xse  Capital  Radio,  like 
other  stations  slung  into  action  by  Lawr  s  ap¬ 
pearance  on  Ihc  dial,  radically  revamiKd  us  pro¬ 
gramming  last  year,  yci  its  audience  ratings  arc 
still  falling. 


'The  way  to  get  rid  of  us.’  says  Wolfe,  'Is  to 
ouiprotranunc  u$.  What  arc  they  going  to  do 
when  all  day  musk  television  comes  here?' 

Apply  for  jobs  there,  probably.  Love  them  vu 
not,  criticise  iheir  effect  on  Noflh  Sea  helicopter 
services  or  thdr  maverick  actions  outside  the  law . 
Laser’s  continuing  existence  b  a  mawive  embar¬ 
rassment  and  criticism  of  radio  In  Britain.  If  their 
figures  are  to  be  enteitained.  the  upstart  Laser 
h.\i  achieved  more  in  a  year  than  any  station  has 
in  the  past  20.  It  produces  the  ironic  situation 
where  Ihc  outlaws  want  what  the  good  guys  have, 
and  vice  versa.  And  if  one  is  lo  pul  any  weight  on 
either  side  of  the  argument.  Ihc  good  guys  want 
what  Ihc  outlaws  have  far  more  desperately 
With  running  costs  and  the  law-s  blocking  poten¬ 
tial  adveilising  revenue.  Laser's  future  b  very 
uncertain.  But  at  present  the  Afl'Com»ni"»»*»''»' 
heaving  aroumJ  out  ainouf  the  shifting  sand¬ 
banks  poses  one  collosal  question:  sink  them, 
legalise  them  or  la'^e  a  contract  out  on  Peter 
Powell  □ 

See  Radio  lisiints  for  details  of  pirate  radio 
station  y<ra\elensihs. 


Watching  Hsa  oir  vrovas  —  tha  DTl’i 
Ooplric  Surveyor. 


Offshore  pirate  radio  station  Laser 
558  is  facing  the  fight  of  its  life. 

*l((p  have  to  be  very  flexible.  It's  a  MASH  unit 
out  here.  You  have  to  roll  with  the  punches.  *  — 
Tommy  'Ramho*  Rivers,  Laser  558  DJ. 

The  Pan.*im.i-rcgistcrcd  A/K  Communica¬ 
tor^  home  lo  Ihc  beleaguered  Laser  558 
pirale  radio  station,  is  moored  about  30 
miles  off  the  coast  of  Essex,  rouglily  East 
of  Waiton-on-tlic-Naze.  Tor  tliosc  in- 
cuned  to  make  the  trip,  it’s  a  lurching  three  or 
our  hours  by  trawler,  or  a  more  hair-raising 
ur  and-a-hairby  powerful  speedboat.  Even  in 
rsni  round-Uriiain  racer,  tlu.s  can 

oni)’  be  attempted  in  winds  of  Force  Five  or  less. 
trvJrik  ^  'vciglitcd  with  cargo  or  passengers,  the 
th^ok  H  liaunelics  and  plane 

gh  llic  waves.  Laden  with  only  two  passen- 

tl-iwii  boarded  one  at 

this  Hktliday  Monday  —  it  displays 

fw.  ligTy  vwSr  ir. 

Brcakd.n^.^  ""B  waves. 

'^aves  enn  ^found  in  eight-  and  ten-foot 
'‘kinner  i  v  ^  ^ionning  to  llic  novice,  but 
•*»  i^uiJir  heM  ^  'i  r  f*himmcling  Into 

. vIviVm.", 'onJIy.  -niai  was  a 

slitsiii  I  off  tlie  w.’iils  of  a 

impertinence  to 
in  llic  awniL'iIn.i*  Uirointh  a  flap 

''^•'din*  fxekerP  at  Ihe  . 


out  tnese  gymnastics  arc  nothing  compared  to  . 
the  real  fun  when  you  come  alongside  the  tall  hull  1. 
of  the  Communicator.  When  the  motor  cuts  you 
begin  to  appreciate  just  how  clothes  in  a  washing 
machine  must  feel.  Tlie  trick  is  to  balance  on  Ihe 
narrow  edge  of  Ihc  speedboat,  wail  for  it  to  lurch 
up  on  a  wave,  leap  on  to  a  rope  ladder  and 
scramble  quickly  up  before  the  speedboat  falls 
and  rises  again  to  wallop  you. . . 

The  Communicator  hds  been  out  there  for  just 
over  a  year  now,  causing  all  manner  of  fun  and 
games  in  the  pirate  and  legal  radio  community,  as 
well  as  the  IHA,  the  Depanmeut  of  Trade  and 
Industry,  Trinity  House,  the  Civil  Aviation 
Authority,  Ihc  I  Ionic  Office  and  the  media. 

The  1 80- fool  ship,  staffed  by  seven  young 
American  DJs  and  a  dozen  auxiliary  slsiff,  has 
wcsiihercd  wcck-Iong  Force-Nine  gales  and 
broken  maijs  and  aerials  lo  claim  a  European 
lislcncrship  of  around  1 2  million.  As  it's  an  illegal 
organisation  under  the  Marine  Broadcasting  Of¬ 
fences  Ac!  of  1967,  these  figures  arc  difficult  lo 
verify,  although  a  number  of  factors  would  sug¬ 
gest  they  arc  close  lo  Ihc  truth.  Not  least  is  the 
power  of  their  transmitter,  recently  doubled  lo  50 
kilowatts,  five  times  the  power  of  the  average 
ILR  station  and  giving  them  an  enormous  poten¬ 
tial  catchment.  While  it  is  still  illegal  to  supply  or 
trade  with  the  .sliip  in  Britain  and  the  EEC,  adver¬ 
tisers  arc  desperately  searching  for  loopholw  in 
that  law,  suggesting  that  the  money  believes  those 
figures.  And  Iasi  but  by  no  means  least,  after 
20-odd  largely  peaceful  years  of  Caroline  broad¬ 
casting  from  the  .same  area,  the  current  alarums 
would  suggest  lhal  Laser  has  proven  to  be  a  very 
gainful  thorn  in  the  side  of  someone. 


The  regulations  covering  radio 
broadcasting  are  designed  to  prevent 
chaotic  wavelength  interaction  but 
work  to  reduce  the  dissemination 
of  any  view  opposed  to  the  status 
quo.  Those  who  do  not  tike  the 
situation  have  disagreed  in  the 
direct  way.  as  in  the  heyday  of  the 
UK  pop  pirates,  often  finding  a  majority 
audience  listening.  Now,  things  are 
a  tittle  more  discreet. 


Alternative 

radio 

JOHN  DWYER 
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there  are  at  I«si  40  radio 

can  hear  in  ihc  UK:  20  BBC  and  14  l«A  'oral 

staliont.  Ihc  four  naiional 

Manx.  Radio  Luxembours  Voice  of  Aniyic^ 

American  Forces  Network,  and  BBC  World 

Serx'ice.  There  is  also  Radio  Caroline,  pa^ea 


only  Ihe  visible  signs  of  ihe  growing  number 
who.  each  in  his  own  way,  want  lo  democratise 
bro.idcns(ing. 

The  makonienis  fn  loosely  into  one  of  two 
broad  groups.  The  firxl.  of  which  tlie  pirates 
are  the  best  example,  are  those  who  are  dis- 
satisned  with  the  musical  content  of  wlwt's 
already  on  olTer,  and  the  second  are  those  who 
sec  radio  as  a  political  instrument.  This  latter 
group  ran  also  be  sphi  into  two  sub  groups: 
those  who  think  radio  is  bring  used  as  a 
political  instrument  against  the  b:st  interests 
of  most  of  the  popul.iiiun  and  who  wish  to 
gi\-e  everyone  wider  access  to  it;  and  those 
who  wish  to  use  radio  as  a  political  insiruiiKnt. 
as  a  means  of  social  ch  inge.  The  last  sub- 
group  includes  ewry  dissident  political  group 
in  the  country,  from  the  British  Movement, 
led  by  Colin  Jord.in,  to  the  edge  of  the 
Conservative  Party.  The  Conservatives  arc  on 
record  as  wishing  lo  leave  broadcasting  alone. 
On  the  left  llicre  are  more  dissident  groups 
which  extend  from  Ihe  middle  of  Ihe  Labour 
Party  to  tliv  lrit;*’n.xiional  >f.n\i*iv  the 
M.T-MsiLcniniWr  nij  the  regions 

ho\»nd. 

Pirates  at  sc« 

Thv  l.i'l  sc-t-vr'-'i).’  Iiiiiish  p...il.-  .:iJi.«v'ali,in 
was  also  thv  lioi  Radio  Caroline  opened  at 
21.00  hrs  on  March  27  I9ri4  with  an  announce¬ 
ment  by  Simon  Dee.  Regular  transmissions 
began  Ihe  following  day.  On  March  .1  1968 
llw  Caroline  was  hi-jacked  and  lowed  awav 
with  her  sister  ship,  the  Mi  Amigo,  the  home 
of  Radio  Caroline  South,  formerly  Radio 
Atlanta. 

When  Caroline  dosed  down  the  stoo’  had 
only  begun,  whether  you’re  talking  about  legal 
or  illegal  radio.  Dutch  pirates,  for  example, 
who  were  there  before  Caroline,  carried  on 
after,  and  three  of  them  only  receiiily  closed 
down  because  of  the  Dutch  broadcasting  Act 
which  became  law  on  August  31  last  year. 
Radio  Veronica,  whose  programmes  were  pre¬ 
recorded  in  their  Ililversum  studios,  was  the 
oldest  and  most  popukir.  having  begun  lo 
broadcast  on  May  6  1960;  Radio  Northsea 
olTcred  both  a  Dutch  and  an  inlern.ilional 
(English)  service.  Her  Swiss  owners  plan  to 
move  her  to  Ihe  coast  of  Italy.  The  youngest 
of  the  three  was  Atlantis  (not  to  be  confused 
with  Atlanta)  which  broadcast  in  Flemish  and 
Dutch  during  Ihe  day  and  in  English  at  night. 

The  Dutch  had  ratified  the  1965  Treaty  of 
Strasbourg  which  banned  pirate  broadcasts 
from  iniemalional  waters  in  January  1974.  but 
no  action  was  taken  against  the  three  piiaics 
until  Radio  Veronica's  applicnrinn  for  a  licence 
•  had  been  considered.  Only  one  station  is  now 
left.  Radio  Caroline  was  reborn  on  September 
3  1972  on  Ronan  O'Rahilly’s  Mi  Amigo. 
Since  then  its  mast  has  blown  down  twice,  its 
generator  has  broken  down,  and  there  has 
been  a  mutiny  on  board.  In  April  l’*73  the 
Mi  Amigo  broadcast  programmes  for  Veronica, 
which  had  run  on  lo  the  beach  at  Scheveningen. 
and  the  following  month  Caroline  began  to 
broadcast  simultaneously  in  English  on  .)89m 
and  in  Dutch  on  259m.  the  present  frequency. 
The  progianunes  became  known  as  R.xdio 
Atlantis  during  the  day  and  Radio  Seagull 
during  tlte  evening.  The  Sttiulay  Times,  giving 
the  frequency  of  Radio  Seagull  In  October 
1973.  described  it  as  ’the  b.*sl  popular  music 
station  currently  broadcasting*.  It  ofrcied  no 
commerdals  or  jingles  and  little  cliatter.  The 
mast  came  down  during  the  same  month  and 
Radio  Atlantis  moved  to  its  own  vessel.  A 
few  weeks  after  it  was  repaired.  Radio  Seagull 
changed  its  name  lo  Caroline  and  Radio  Mi 
Amigo,  which  replaced  Atlantis,  hired  airtime 
from  Caroline  during  Ihe  day.  That  is  still 
the  situation  at  the  time  of  writing. 

On  the  eve  of  the  Dutch  law  coming  into 
force,  the  Mi  Amigo  moved  from  her  position 
near  the  other  three  pirates  to  a  n^'  position 
20  miles  north  of  Margate,  18  miles  east  of 
Clacton.  During  the  day  the  prerecorded 
programmes  of  Radio  Mi  Amigo  in  FIvmiv'i 
rc.xch  HolUnd  and  Belgium,  and  at  night 
Radio  Caroline  broadcasts  in  English.  Mi 
Amigo  is  owned  by  a  Belgian.  Sylvain  Tack, 
who  also  has  sweet  factories  and  a  music 
publishers. 


already  available. 


Amigo's  income  is  from  record  plugs  and 
Belgian  advertising.  Although  Belgian  law 
makes  it  illegal  lo  advertise  on  a  pirate.  Amigo 
get  round  this  by  rending  ’information’  from 
odvertixmicnis  in  the  Belgian  press.  Tli;  other 
lvy.il  d'llicul'y  is  that  of  supr'Iyin?  the  ship, 
wh.th  O’Kahilly  i>  lepoi.J  t-  <'.*  Iiy  i.-nde' 
Irm.i  SiMin.  rranMoilic*  power  i>  i.V 


L«fl  I  laliiei  raitt  from  mhkh  fiaVIo  trtglana  anV 
Bftlam  eaVio  l•antml|lta  ilmultanrouilt 
8  flaw  I  eadio  7/9  off  Scariorough 


Space  does  not  peimil  a  full  account  of  the 
pirates’  hisloiy.  r.iseinaling  though  it  is,  but 
one  recurring  tlicnie  has  been  that  of  violence. 
At  one  lime  or  another  there  have  been 
murders,  mysterious  disappearances,  petrol 
bombs  and  various  other  gruesome  incidents, 
yet  Ihe  seaborne  pirates  peisisi.  I  asked  one 
of  Ihe  new  generation  of  land  pirates  why  and 
he  agreed  the  only  reason  must  be  that  there 
w.xs  money  in  it.  ‘Mind  you.’  he  added.  'I 
don’t  see  how.  do  you**’. 

Pirates  on  land 

As  Ihe  months  go  by.  the  numbrr  of  land- 
b.ised  pirates  seems  to  dimmish,  though  it 
seems  unlikely  that  they’ll  dts.ippe3r  altogether, 
I'sually  medium  wave  pirates  prerecord  their 
proer.imnies  on  eassciie  and  hide  the  equipment 
until  the  end  of  Ihc  hroadc.isi.  Avxording  to 
auilioi  and  one-iiine  free  radio  lobbyist  Nigel 
TiirrKr.  it  iKeds  an  army  to  run  a  sl.xiion  of 
that  kind  without  gelling  busted  or  losing  your 
equipmeiil.  ‘I've  been  on  a  few  of  these  things 
and  Ih;  organisation  is  uileily  fanlasiie.  It's 
like  a  m.vssivc  security  operation.  They’ve  got 
about  five  or  six  cars  circling  round  the 
transmitter  watching  out  for  police  or  detector 
vans.*  Not  that  the  police  are  too  much  trouble. 
According  lo  Mike  Knight  of  Ridio  Jackie, 
the  police  once  asked  a  suspicious  looking 
ch.iracicr  to  open  the  bool  of  his  car:  ’’They 
asked  him  what  was  in  it.  He  replied:  'A  tape 
recorder,  three  car  batteries,  and  a  t-t-tr- 
irnnsmiller’.  At  this  the  police  realised  who 
lliey  had  caught  (they  ihoiiglii  it  was  Radio 
Free  Londoni.  They  all  started  kiiighing. 
TUv  asked  how  the  Iransmilicr  worked,  and 
•hen  pre|\i**xl  to  leave  saying:  'I'm  afraid  you 
e.in’t  ir.iiioiir  iroiu  here  ttni.iy”. 

Nccoriliiig  !•  the  news  odiliii  of  77rc  Fatl'o 
C'li.tr.  fonn.'ily  Snipi  nu^triuc,  only  one 
pirate  of  this  kind  still  bro.xdcasis  rcpilarly. 
Radio  Kaleidoscope,  though  the  situation  is 
confused  and  constantly  changing.  Two  things 
are  responsible  for  this.  Incviiablv.  the  arrival 
of  Capital  and  ilic  other  sl.ilions  h  is  made  a 
dilTercnee  lo  both  the  number  w  ho  arc  prepared 
lo  listen  and  the  number  who  sec  s*imc  point 
in  iransmiiiing.  The  oilier  rravin  is  that  the 
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InvK'ta  too  operates  only  Uming  5ank  holidays, 
i^s  b-gun  locamp.tign  for  greater  exposuie 

Se  ^he  only  station  that  docsn  I  h.ivc  one. 

Vhf  IS  harder  to  track  down  than  medium 
„ve  and  Invicl.s  make  it  even  harder  by  using 
Ti  least  I'ansmiticrs  and  svyiching 

?,l,  n  one  to  the  other  e.xch  hour.  They  say 
S  have  a  network  of  sites  all  over  London 
nuinly  aiop  Nocks  of  Bats,  hut  s.»y  they  could 
always  do  with  more.  Invicia  have  no  need 
for  the  security  paraphernalia  necesury  on 
nKdium  wave  and  just  keep  a  good  lookout 
^ih  binoculars.  Nevertheless  they  have  lost 
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One  d^idc  wrhat  i  on  the  playlist  The  BBC 
have  a  ways  denied  that  there  is  a  pUylist  at 
all.  The  truth  is  lh.ii  only  cslablislicd  artists 
can  get  their  records  played  on  tlic  BBC.  It’s 
all  a  hype.  That  first  Wombics  record  was  a 
sujxr-hy,K.  It  h.i<|  been  around  for  monilu 
nnd  then  they  decide  to  start  plugging  it  and 
It  s  suddenly  a  big  hit.  I  guarantee  I  can  listen 
to  R.idlo  One  and  I  an  tell  you  which  records 
are  on  Ihc  playlist* 

According  to  Tony  Johns  of  Radio  Invicia 
luany  of  Ihc  other  pirates  are  only  indulging 
in  nostalgia:  ’We’re  only  interested  in  soul. 
The  days  of  Ihc  piiates  arc  over.'  Invicia  make 
a  modest  claim  that  they  have  been  partly 
responsible  for  the  popularity  of  soul:  ’They 
say  u  s  a  minoiiiy  music  but  it  isn't— there 
must  be  very  few  households  in  this  eounliy 
that  haven’t  got  at  least  one  Tamla  Motown 
record  in  their  collection'. 

He  secs  two  w.iys  to  run  broadcisiing  ‘Take 
a  city  like  New  York.  You  have  six  pup 
stations,  two  suul  stations,  one  classial 
station,  two  chat  and  news  stations  and  a 
country  and  western  slalion.  You  can  hear 
any  kind  of  music  you  want.  Now  in  New 
York  they  have  gone  a  hit  beiscrk;  there  are 
far  too  nuny  sUitions  and  one  of  eacli  would 
be  quite  enough  .  .  .  The  other  way  is  that 
instead  of  Radio  One  playing  Ihc  lowest 
common  denominator  all  day  long  why  not 
have  from  one  o’clvKk  to  three  for  ih*  houv- 
wives,  from  12  to  one  sunt,  fiom  si'  i..  xovc 
country  and  wcvicn— can’t  stand  coti.ury  :m  ’ 
v'cstcrn  mysel.  bu:  m'iiu*  people  bv*  •:  .o  *- 
at  other  linics  cl.iN>ical  nmsl.  ami  l'..i  '  r«K‘».7‘ 

Knight  of  Radio  J.ickie  puts  it  llu.  way: 
•\Nc  would  like  lo  sec  room  for  local  stations 
run  for  young  people  by  young  people.  This 
would  make  stations  like  oun  obsolete, 
because  tliat’s  exactly  the  type  of  service  we 
are  trying  lo  give.  And  we  will  continue  lo 
give  this  service  illegally  until  vve  arc  permitted 
lo  do  it  within  the  law  .  .  .  free  radio  Isn’t 
necessarily  commercial,  and  commercial  radio 
most  certainly  isn’t  free.’ 

Nigel  Turner  is  more  cynical:  ’The  pirates 
did  act  ns  a  catalyst,  yes.  but  it's  ivally  no! 
more  important  than  ifi.il.  .All  they  did  w-as 
III  lap  a  feeling  that  existed  m  this  eounlO' 

Ihe  mid-sislies.  They  transported  the  kind  of 
thing  that  was  going  on  in  ilie  Stales  over  here 
ffom  the  US  .  .  .  It’s  true  they  caused  a  mini- 
earthquake  within  Ihe  BBC.  and  they  did 
away  with  some  of  ihe  Reiih  cobwebs,  but  the 
programming  was  really  crap.’  Their  biggest 
contribution,  he  says,  was  their  amateurishness, 
fheir  informality.  ’If  broadcasting  is  too 
professional  you’re  going  to  cut  off  a  lol  of 
people  who  feci  they  haven’t  a  contribution  lo 
make.’  The  reason  for  continuing  pirate 
broadcasts  was  ’a  hankering  after  the  good 
old  days  of  pirate  radio— a  fixation.  They 
would  have  you  believe  they’re  cirry log  on  in 
the  great  tradition  of  pirate  radio  hroadcailing 
but  really  it’s  an  addiction,  and  any  purpose  it 
might  have  is  swamped  by  the  need  for  a 
weekly  fix.’ 

There  may  be  a  certain  swashbuckling 
glamour  lo  it.  loo;  a  spurious  sense  of  conspir¬ 
acy.  Turner  said,  and  he  was  righl,  that  » 
was  difi'tcull  lo  find  out  Ihc  real  names  of 
anyone  connected  with  pirate  radio  on  Una 
or  sea.  He  tells  of  a  court  hearing  wlicre  Ihiee 
people  were  to  come  up  for  trial  for  unl^nKd 
broadcasting.  The  three  turned  out  to  be^U 
one  little  m,‘'n  who  had  been  citarged  under 
three  dificrent  names. 


Ihc  iniriil.^-  "r*  ‘‘"'"•cwal'i'R.  Since 
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B'c  varhnis  factions, 
lo^f  Irt  ^=""l'aign.  According 
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Southern 
has  now 

disbanded,  .according  to  Mike  Baron. 

The  Rodin  Cuuh-  describes  itself  «s  Mhe 
magaunc  of  alternative  radio’,  though  it  has 
articles  about  the  loal  BBC  suiions  as  well 
as  about  the  contoKrcial  sialionv  which  they 
dex^ribc  ax  commercial  and  not  as  independent. 

•••ic.  Mike  ikuon  explained  that  ’altcmalive’ 
in  lus  VK-w  meant  an  alternative  lo  Radios 
One  and  Two.  which  were  adequately  covered 
m  otiKr  nupjinet.  I  le  said  in  nuny  eases  Ihe 
BBC  IsKal  xiaiionx  oBered  an  alternative  worth 
having.  Turner  agrees:  ’The  BBC  stations 
come  closest  to  what  I’m  advoaiing.  They're 


severely  under-financed  .  .  ,  They  do  try  to 
direct  ilKinscIvts  at  the  conintunily  at  large.' 
Acrarding  lo  him,  the  BBC  stations  were  more 
flexible,  less  highly  programmed  than  the 
commercial  stations.  His  impression  was  that 
LBC,  and  lo  a  lesser  extent  CapiuL  didn’t 
give  a  damn. 

Megaphone  or  telephone 
As  I  have  said,  the  piralev  verve  merely  ax 
an  iniriHluciion  lo  various  diM'.iecfcd  pwtcniial 
broadcLMcrs.  SvTaralc  from  trie  pirates  arc 
those  who  think  of  radio  as  a  means  lo  an  erwl 
rather  than  an  end  in  itKlf.  They  lend, 
generally,  lo  be  more  poliiirally  consciotts  than 
Ihe  music  enthusiasts,  allltough  the  Utter  have 


taken  an  active  part  in  general  elections, 
particuhrly  that  in  1970.  the  first  at  which  Ihe 
vole  was  avaiUble  lo  those  of  18  yean  and 
over.  Radio  Northsea,  for  e.xamrlc.  broadcast 
Conservative  propaganda  under  the  naiiK  of 
Caroline,  and  was  jammed  by  a  naval  suiion 
in  Kent  until  the  Ust  week  of  the  election 
when,  according  to  Serlpi  (as  it  then  was). 
Harold  Wilson  ordered  the  Urgcsl  iransmiiiing 
suiion  in  Eurwpc,  n  2  MW  station  at  Ssniihend. 
to  jan«  Ihc  sessel’s  hroadasis. 

Ironically,  the  jamming  didn’t  cease  whra 
tite  Conservatives  won  the  election 
ship  had  to  move  away  after  a  few  weeks,  ’uk 
pirates  mainUin  they  lost  Harold  the  ekciion 
,ml  »  .T«  ..fpeibk  f« 
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iniroduciion'.  Al  Ihe  front  is  a  quotation  front 
Brecht:  'Riiiio  must  be  changed  front  a  m.*ans 
of  distribution  to  a  means  of  conmuinkation 
.  .  .  capable  not  only  of  transmitting  but  of 
receiving".  Turner  proposes  a  series  of  up  to 
1000  low  power  local  stations  in  addition  to 
tiK  local  channels  so  that  radio  could  be  used 
on  behalf  of  the  community  instead  of  to 
address  it.  The  ideas  expressed  in  the  book 
bear  a  rcntarkabic  similarity  to  those  made 
respectable  by  Anthony  Smith  in  TIte  Shathw 
in  the  Care,  though  Smith's  book  came  out  a 
year  bter.  in  1973. 

Turner  told  me  his  ideal  in  broadc.-isting 
was  Radio  Three,  and  saw  no  reason  wh>  it 
couldn't  be  done  on  a  local  scale  a  great  deal 
less  stuffily.  His  interest  in  radio  as  a  means 
of  social  exchange  started  when  he  heard 
American  radio.  He  was  particularly  impressed 

by  a  millionaire  called  Lorenru  Milam,  whom 
he  had  met  wh?n  in  the  US  four  years  ago. 
Mibm  built  a  station  each  in  Seattle  (KRAUi 
and  Portland  (KBOO)  and  then  gave  them 
away.  He  also  helped  to  set  up  stations  in  St 
Louis.  Los  Gatos,  Santa  Crur,  Atlanta,  Miami 
and  Dallas.  Turner  said  that  by  the  time  he 
died  early  in  1974  he  was  a  milliortaire  no 
longer. 

Milam  wrote  in  Turner’s  book:  ’An  import¬ 
ant  change  in  broadcasting  in  the  US  is  what 
Ims  come  to  be  called  ’’Community  non- 
institutiorul  Radio”.  Through  an  easing  in 
the  licensing  requirements  by  the  I'edcral 
Coiiiniuiucaiions  Commission  non-school,  non¬ 
commercial.  non-esiablislimcnt  groups  me 
being  licensed  for  fm  stations  around  ihc 
coiinirv.  And  these  stations  arc  sni.iw  m.l 
non-nonsense,  often  pariivin  and  heavily 
aesthetic.  The  dieam  is  to  dr.iw  the  best  of 
the  BBC's  Radio  3  and  the  C  anadian  Broad¬ 
casting  Corpmation  and  American  Radio  and 
television  but  to  put  it  on  a  community  free 
foiin  basis.  It’s  exciting  i.idio,  and  there  arc 
outposts  in  New  T'oik  City.  San  Francisco, 
Los  Angeles.  St  1  ouis.  Seattle.  Houston  and 
permits  for  stations  are  coming  up  in  Atlanta, 
Miami.  Dall.is  and  other  southern  cities  which 
have  the  strongest  need  for  an  alternative 
voice.’ 

He  said  the  result  sounded  refreshingly  real, 
amateur  and  n.iisc.  The  budgets  are  tin)  and 
the  progrjimuing  erratic:  ‘Some  great.  Sv'iuc 
terrible,  all  outrage  and  brimstone  and  ’Tl’s 
gotta  clunge”.  And  the  best  of  these  stations 
specialise  in  non-political  bias:  that  is.  p»irtions 
of  nil  of  Ihc  conservative  and  icvolulionary  and 
religious  and  aesthetic  community  will  be 
iKord — given  blocks  of  prograninics  for  15 
miiuilcs  of  an  hour  or  two  to  shoot  off  their 
mouths.’  One  of  Ihe  best  such  stations,  in  St 
Louis,  has  suffered  shotgun  raids  by  the  local 
police. 


Slow  Scan 

Another  development  in  the  US  is  described 
in  an  article  in  L'tn/ercurrenit,  an  underground 
maparine  advocating  what  they  call  allcmalive 
technology.  Cop  Macdonald  writes  about  liam 
radio  and  slow  scan  Iv,  telling  how  Sunday 
oficmoons  are  spent  conversing  with  people 
from  all  over  the  US  and  Canada.  Sometimv^ 
one  man  will  present  a  paper  over  the  air 
which  the  oiIkts  will  then  talk  abtrul  in  a 
discussion  session.  'Tlicy’ve  had  book  rcvicwa, 
sessions  on  Ihc  energy  crisis,  employment, 
women’s  liberation,  computer  networking  and 
organic  gauicning. 

Macdoiuild  says  lliat  usually  a  dozen  or  15 
stations  will  be  Involved:  ’The  core  group  is 
made  up  mostly  of  people  oriented  to  alterna¬ 
tives  and  cltange.  The  transients,  however, 
often  represent  the  reactionary* majority  of  the 
liam  population  and  we’ve  had  a  fevy  out  and 
out  fascists  advocating  ’’retroactive  birth 
control”  and  World  War  III  as  solutions  to  the 
world’s  problems.’  It’s  only  fair  to  point  out 
that  Rochester,  Minnesota,  home  of  hir 
Macdonald.  Ihc  Mayti  Clinic  and  IBM,  is 
hardly  a  ivpical  American  community,  being 
one  of  Ihc  few  where  there  are  no  blacks, 
there  is  universal  afllucnce  and  plenty  of  people 
who  can  alford  ham  radios  and^ow  sc.in  tv 
equipment  in  the  attic.  It  is  to  be  hop^  N  r 
Macdonald  is  not  just  conversing  with  people 
from  stroilar  communities  clsewhcre^^^^^^^^ 


Slow  scan  Iv  operates  with  a  bandwidth  low 
enough  to  be  transmitted  along  normal  voice 
channels.  The  scanning  speed  is  once  every 
eight  seconds  and  resolution  is  120  lines  either 
vvny.  T  he  screens,  which  are  better  watched  in 
a  darkened  room,  arc  long  persistence,  often 
converted  oscilloscopes.  The  picture  can  be 
recorded  on  audio  tape.  The  fust  transatlantic 
transmissions  took  place,  very  unofhcially.  in 
1939.  The  FCC  and  the  Ministry  of  Posts  and 
Telecommunications,  now  part  of  the  Home 
OITioe,  have  both  approved  the  use  of  the 
systems  in  tlie  amateur  bands.  Acervding  to 
Macdonald  the  s)slcm  is  being  used  by  2000 
hams  in  00  countries. 

His  article  oimcs  in  an  (//trferemirnrj  supple¬ 
ment  about  communications:  ’The  existing 
structures  of  communication  in  Britain  are 
used  to  bolster  up  the  status  quo  and  to 
perpetuate  the  b.isic  injustices  of  our  present 
society’.  The  rest  of  Underenrrcuis  reveals 
Itself  as  one  of  the  most  jaigon-frce  and 
intelligent  publications  in  underground  journal¬ 
ism.  It  provides  vvell-wriilcn  articles  on  people’s 
radio  and  the  future  of  cable  tv.  the  latter  a 
thorough  and  brini.-ini  analysis  of  the  way  large 
companies  own  our  nKans  of  communication 
by  courtesy  of  ilic  PO. 

The  people's  radio  article  starts  from  the 
premise  that  it  is  indefensible  for  Ihe  Post 
OITice  to  be  given,  by  various  laws  and  omend- 
niciits  to  those  lavvs,  a  monopoly  over  broad¬ 
casting  and  communication  so  extensive  that 
a  mains  intercom  is  deemed  to  be  used  illegally 
If  It  conununicatrs  between  one  premises  and 
another.  ’Such  ccnsorsliip  would  not  be 
tolerated  wiih  respect  to  Ihe  spoken  or  written 
word  There  is  no  valid  nrgurrKnl  .sg-iinst 
throwing  open  some  sections  of  the  radio 
spectrum  lor  unrestricted  communications  and 
broadcast ing~an  indispensable  part  of  any 
ailcmpi  to  keep  a  dc-ccniraliscd  society  com¬ 
municating.*  The  theme  m  the  people’s  radio 
or  community  radio  camps  is  seen,  ihcrcfore, 
to  be  the  same-  dc-ccniralisaiion.  in  Turner’s 
case  the  use  of  nsdio  to  service  sm.-ill  'societal 
units'. 


Illogal  Iransmitlers 

1  lie  (/».iATf«rre»irj  article  g<  vi  ort  to  describe, 
under  picture  of  Plaid  O  r  'lu  pirate  radio 
cquipinc-it.  Ih;  construction  .T’d  operation  of 
illegal  m  lio  iraiisniillcis  ’int  ,.dcd  to  apply  to 
tliose  few  enlightened  couiPTivt  where  such 
devices  .arc  legally  permissible,  or  to  the  bright 
future  day  when  all  these  repressive  acts  have 
been  abolislied  or.  better  still,  goverrunenl 
itself  abolished  and  oidin.xry  mortals  like  you 
and  I  have  the  freedom  of  the  airwaves'. 

Dreamers  all.  and  gloriously  impractical. 
Or  is  it  that  the  rest  of  us  have  no  imagination? 
Paradoxically,  those  connected  with  alterna¬ 
tive  radio,  whatever  their  conception  of  it.  arc 
among  the  most  realistic  people  you  could 
meet.  Tony  Johns,  for  example,  knew  there 
was  no  cluncc  of  Invicia  ever  broadcasting 
legally,  despite  Ihc  cfTonx  he  had  nude  to 
check  the  broadcast  quality  of  its  signal  with 
spectrum  analysers  and  what  all  else:  ’We 
haven’t  got  Lord  Harlech  or  someone  like 
llui  at  the  head  of  us’. 

Whatever  the  truth  nuy  be,  the  Post  Office 
and  all  its  works  ieetn  to  present  an  unreason¬ 
able  concentration  of  power,  and  where  such 
concentration  c.xists  Ihc  conviclioo  will  follow 
in  some  places  that  ilul  power  is  being  abused. 
What  is  sad  is  that  tlic  ro  feels  no  obligation 
to  offer  any  evidence  to  Ihe  contrary,  and  so 
we  must  assume  the  vsorst.  There  is  one  other 
country  where  Ihc  harassment  of  illegal  broad- 
cjstcn  is  carried  on  on  the  same  scale  os  it  is 
here,  where,  in  a  single  industrial  area,  115 
illegal  broadcasts  were  recorded  within  a  five- 
hour  iisietuog  period.  Radios  Demon,  Dragon. 
Ninochka  and  a  score  of  others  were  tried  in 
the  sununer  of  1973  in  Ihe  river  town  of  Kazan. 
They  were  given  heavy  sentences.  The  country 
is  Soviet  Russia.  Of  course,  that  makes  the 
Russian  pirates  heroes  . . . 


// 


-  avaiion. 

1 A  Voz  de  UNO,  the  recently  activated  voice  of  the  United  Nion 
from  a  transmitter  with  a  QTH  in  northern  Costa  Rica.  'caraguan  Opposition,  broadcasts 


•  Radio  Impacto,  the  licensed  Costa  Rica  station  (MW  and  SW)  thnt  r«h  ^ 
^roorAmming  from  Radio  Quince  de  Septiembre,  is  almost  c'ertninV  ^”®!^/®*^‘‘oadcasts  much 
Sorro,  the  former  FDN  Director  of  Communications  if  he  so..® 

Chamorro  also  claims  that  CIA  bribes  were  paid  to  journalisU  and  broadcasters ^at^everv*"'^?** 
radio  station,  television  station,  and  newspaper  in  Honduras.  This  was  donl  ^  every  major 
med^  in  Honduras  would  be  favorable  to  the  contra  cause.  ^^e 

Readers  of  last  month's  Clandestine  Profile  column  will  also  recall  thet  R«dio 
prCgrommlng  is  being  relayed  to  the  Honduras  transmitter  VIA  thC  Sa\“^^ 
programs  presumably  arc  produced  in  the  United  States,  very  possibly  at  a  VoicCCf  America 
studio. 

As  you  can  see,  this  is  not  just  an  ordinary  article  on  radio-  it  is  jammed  fuU  of  highly 
significant,  fascinating,  and  important  current  data  on  all  of  the  contra  clandestines.  The  CIA 
and  the  Reagan  administration  continue  to  actively  spend  your  tax  money  to  operate  iUegal 
broadcasters  in  Central  America.  Despite  the  fact  that  this  information  has  now  been 
conclusively  documented,  the  FCC  has  never  sent  a  Notice  of  Apparent  Liability  to  Ronald 
Reagan  or  to  anybody  in  his  administration.  Perhaps  some  listeners  to  WKBW-1520  in  Buffalo 
should  file  complaints  to  the  FCC  against  this  harmful  interference  being  generated  by  our 
President's  50  K\V  pirate  station.  On  the  other  hand,  maybe  Mr.  Reagan  will  wish  to  contact 
Post  Office  Box  982  in  Battle  Creek,  so  that  he  can  communicate  with  A*C*E  members  and 
other  DX-ers  through  the  maildrop. 


wjhjant 

Rr«M  Syndteaia 


by  Podney  R.  Sixe 


January  20, 1987: 

December,  and'arain’the'foll^'^  broadcast  on  28th 

dous  utility  QRM  the  Mat^  Dlans®fo  usr  Januaiy  1987,  but  owing  to  horren- 

henceforth  be  on  the  air  with  their  dod  an^ldie^fnm^"'  January  1987.  Hoping  to  then 
and  1300  UTC  They  use  a  fine  \^li^^807  Hnllt  n"J?  ?'"''lay  between  0800 

.8  .o  20 

“hat  was  announced  as  their  second 
ITOn^J^h’a  '.V^  w  ?■  fclay  on  6207  khz  on  24th  December  1986  from  around 

‘•t®  Is'  Januaiy  87  noted  around  1058.  According  to  announcements  made 
the  first  broadcast  i^'as  made  via  the  relay  facilities  of  R.  Milano  International, 

Maple  Uaf  Radio:  PO  Box  1133,  Valley  View,  Alberta.  TOH  3NO  Canada  have  been  relayed 
^ce  reewUy  by  Rivereide  Radio  Int  in  Ireland,  both  times  on  6217  khz.  On  Sunday  11th 
Januaiy  1987  between  1014  and  1032  and  again  on  l8th  Januaiy  1987  at  around  1002, 

Alternative  Music  Radio:  c/o  BM  Nectar,  London  WCIN  3XX  who  arc  thought  to  be  connected 
to  the  UK-based  station  R.  Sovereign  Int  were  noted  with  their  first  broadcast  to  date  on  Wednes¬ 
day  24th  December  1986  on  6240  khz  at  around  1130  UTC, 


Laser  Shortwave:  c/o  3  Rosewame  Cottages,  Rosewame  Downs,  NR  Camborne,  Cornwall. 
England  TR145  OBE  made  a  short  test  broadcast  on  6289  khz  on  Saturday  20th  December  1986 
around  1308  UTC. 


Radio  6240:  c/o  BM  Nectar,  London  WCIH  3XX  are  yet  another  station  thought  to  be  con¬ 
nected  with  the  British  station  R.  Sovereign  who  apparently  are  a  QSO  only  station  as  they  ^^'crc 
heaixl  on  their  one  and  only  broadcast  on  Monday  22nd  December  1986  at  around  1208  calling 
CQ  R.  Pamela. 


IL  Delmare  Int:  PO  Box  36,  B2050  Antwerpen  Belgium  continue  to  be  heard  evety  Saturd^  and 
^ndav  oiJ  the  miSty  6^  which  is  actually^eard  on  6206.6  khz  from  around  09*  to  173tf  with 
both  their  own  programmes  including  the  Mike  Collins  and  also  UteyreUy  programmes  from  the 
fol  owing  ^us  o^nizations,  naincly:  FRS-Holland,  K.  CLCG,  R,  Scorpio,  IC  Diamond  R 
Free  Radio  Oimpany  (which  includes  World  Star  J^dio,  Freetimc  Radio.  R-ARO,  and  R 
inA  Hnlidav  Radio  R  Brazilia.  Right-Wing  Radio.  R  Uberty  Sound,  R  Discolinc  Int, 
li?  Ryriabi  R  S  im  and  R-POGO  1*.  who  are  all  to  be  ioined  shortly  by 
R  S^ndl?atii"  wBSI  Radio  Item  Germany  and  Family  Radio  from  the  USAIl!  May  they  in- 
crease  and  continue. 

February  23, 1987: 

„  ..  n  a-  .  in  Rmmvard  Crescent  Paulsgrove,  Portsmouth  P06  3SP  wie  noted  with 

relay  on  6290  khz  from  1110  UTC  time  in. 


^^mhtcfhw  been  noted  twice  troubles  with  their  own 

““  *' 

dlj'22ndFe^atym7  <^6M1  khz  ?“  Sun 

Europe  by  Riverside  Radio  Int  when  they  arc  operational.  in 


The  Anglo-Saxon  Broadcast ing^rporation:  Gnimmark,  D-2340  Kaimeln  West 

now  eencrally  relayed  via  Fl^  on  the  first  Sunday  of  the  month^^  1^30  to  14^^  on 

6319  khz. 

R.  Sunday  Int:  c/o  PO  Box  SH9,  Sheemess,  Kent  ME12  lAQ  art  also  itlavcd  bv  FMTR  on  the 
first  Sunday  of  the  month  from  1300  to  1330  on  6319  khz.  oy  rivnK  on  the 

R  Titanic  Int:  PO  Box  41,  7700AA  Dedemsvaart,  The  Netherlands  made  an  announced  test  to 
North  America  on  6225  khz  with  a  power  of  100  watts  and  they  were  heard  here  by  mvself  on 
Sunday  22nd  February  1987  at  arouna  1015  on  6228  khz.  ^  ^ 

March  23, 1987: 

Radio  Hexagon  Int:  PO  Box  1225,  D-4354  Datteln,  West  Germany  OR  10  Bromyard  Crescent, 
Paulserove,  Portsmouth  P06  30S  made  a  most  welcome  return  to  the  airwaves  on  Sunday  15th 
Marcn  1987  from  1458  to  1558  UTC  on  6206.4  khz  via  R.  Delmaie  with  the  Richard  Grahammc 
show. 

Radio  Pica:  ED.S.  Apartado  19106,  08080  Barcelona,  Spain  were  featured  as  part  of  the  free 
55SJP_spot  on  R.  Maraou  Int  who  were  relayed  via  RL  uelmare  on  6206.4  khz  between  WSO  and 
1030  UTC  on  8th  March  1987  with  a  programme  entitled  "Escuela  dc  Siienas"  mostly  m  Spaimh, 
but  also  a  little  English  and  German  were  included.  Radio  Pica  is  a  Barcelona  based  FM  free 
radio  station. 

l".U  PO  Box  41,  7700AA  Dedemsvaart,  The  NetherlMds 
*he  USA  using  their  own  100  watt  transmitter  on  the  22nd  Febiwiy  ^ 

iv?iS  .'o  1045.  A  veiy  good  signal  was  audible  all  over  Europe  but  did  anyone  across  tn 

pond  hear  It,  I  wonder? 

Sf^'Wing  ^dio:  PO  Box  220342,  D-5600  Wuppertal  22,  West  5?Bi:Sid  ue"^ 

own  transmitter  on  96  rahz  ffrnn  ®  anofto 

regularly  relayed  bv  R  neima«.  nn  «n«4  khz  everv  4th  Sunday  of  the  month,  piw  seiner 


*■  MonCTmorc,  Gro^eda,  Co.  Louth,  Eire  *  ?}?o)o^t*nMsmitter 
mat  the  shortwave  QRG  skips  past  on  long-skip  condition  days. 

^Pril  6, 1987: 
fc?i?H«ag 


Radio  Rainbow  Ini:  151  Moneymoie.  Drogheda,  Co.  Louth,  Ireland  made  a  return  to  the  air¬ 
waves  on  15th  March  1987  on  o240  khz  (500  watts),  1521  khz  (1000  watts)  for  areas  where  the 
shortwave  service  is  not  audible  owing  to  skip  and  on  96.5  mhz  tor  local  listeners.  The  station  is 
now  airing  a  promotion  advertising  for  prospective  stations  to  hire  its  transmitting  faalities,  the 
cost  of  the  service  being  a  mere  5  poun^  per  hour,  ideal  for  UK  and  continental  European  free 
radio  stations  who  do  not  wish  to  risk  the  chance  of  being  busted. 


Radio  Noorderzon  (NDIQ:  Postbus  1017,  2200BA  Noordwijk,  The  Netherlands  made  pne  of  its 
rregular  broadcasts  on  2^h  March  1987  on  6286  khz  until  0947  with  a  very  strong  signal  but 
fu^  modulation  at  my  QTH. 


Radio  Telslan  PO  Box  59,  7260AB  Ruurlo,  the  Netherlands  continues  to  be  heard  from  time  to 
time.  For  example,  on  March  8th,  on  6220.5  khz,  from  around  0930.  The  operator  is  not  a  very 
ready  QSLer  though  in  all  fairness  he  only  appears  to  know  his  mother  tongue  which  is  Dutch. 


Radio  Waves  Int:  B.P.  No.  130,  F-92504  Rueil-Malmaison  Cedex,  France  who  have  been  inactive 
till  recently  made  a  broadcast  with  a  good  signal  on  22nd  March,  1987  on  6275  khz  from  around 
0930.  Fates  that  morning  there  was  a  relay  of  the  German  station  namely  Radio  Privat,  Turm 
Strabe  26,  D-6500  Mainz,  West  Germany  around  1147  which  was  probably  transmitted  by  RWI. 

April  11, 1987 

Radio  Huitsilapoch:  Postfach  220  34:L  D-5600,  Wuppertal  22,  West  Germany  is  the  name  of  an 
apparently  free  radio  station  of  East  German  orimn  first  heard  by  me  on  the  5th  April  from  tune 
n  at  1033  until  close  down  at  1127  with  the  GDR  National  Antnem  on  6315  khz  relayed  by  the 
West  German  station  Radio  Tutenchamun.  According  to  reports  it  was  also  heard  on  March  15th 
at  the  same  QRG  but  not  by  myself  alas!  In  return  for  3  IRCs  the  station  promised  a  QSL  card 
and  a  personal  letter. 


Radio  Jeopardy:  As  yet  with  out  an  official  mail  drop  though  I  can  forward  mail  to  the  op  were 
noted  with  their  first  broadcast  on  5th  April  on  6240  Vhz  at  1221  which  was  a  QSO  only.  Musical 
prog;s  are  expected  to  aired  shortly. 


Radio  Joystick  Int:  Postfach  220  342j  D-5600  Wuppertal  22m  West  Germany  made  a  welcome 
return  to  the  airwaves  on  5th  April  being  noted  at  around  0905  on  6280  khz  via  R.  Tutenchamun. 
The  station  has  been  absent  from  the  airwaves  since  the  demise  of  the  original  relay  station, 
namely  R.  Milano  Int  which  has  not  been  heard  on  its  shortwave  outlet  of  7295  khz  since  a  good 
couple  of  months  ago. 


Radio  Neptune  Int:  Postbus  185,  8180AD  Heerde,  The  Netherlands,  made  what  was  announced 
as  their  final  broadcast  on  March  22nd  on  6306  khz  owing  to  "problems",  being  noted  here  with  a 
decent  signal  all  morning. 


The  Satellite  Broadcasting  Company:  Postfach  220342,  D-5600,  Wuppertal  22,  West  Germany 
will  be  back  at  Easter  with  a  relay  via  the  Irish  based  Westside  RacTio  on  6280  khz  starting  at 
0700  on  Easter  with  the  following  DJ  line  up  Jean-Luc  Vigie  of  R.  Liber^  Sound,  Rick  Random 
of  R.  Meteor,  and  Mikel  Air  of  the  SBC  itself.  There  is  also  the  possibility  of  the  1  hour  relay 
via  R.  Delmare  on  6206.4  khz,  which  will  include  38  mins  of  DJ  Johnny  Best  from  R  101. 


Rainbow  Radio  Germany:  Postbus  725,  6800AS  Ammem,  The  Netherlands  will  shortly  be 
celebrating  is  2nd  anniversary,  by  which  lime  it  is  hoped  that  their  own  50  watt  tx  will  once  again 
be  operational.  In  the  mean  time  relays  via  the  following  stations  can  be  ejected  to  be  hwrd 
namely  R.  Tonair,  Riverside  Radio  Int,  R.  SJywaw  Int,  R  Waves  Int.  and  Westside  Radio  Int 
plus  various  Dutch  medium  wave  relays  on  1094, 1508  or  1610  to  1640  khz. 


May  9, 1987 


Rainbow  Radio  Germany.  PO  Box  38,  6744ZG  Ede^en,  The  Netherlands  made  what 
pix>bably  their  most  successful  broadcast  to  date  on  Sunday  26th  April  from  1004  to  1134  on 


was 

6222 


2/ 


R  Tclstar  which  included  the  playing  of  , 


made  one  of 
around  0838 


mentioning  test  transmissions  to  North  Amenca  and  CanaS^  “  ^  « 

Radio  Galactica:  PO  Box  60,  B2510  Morstel,  Belgium  were  hmni 

i^nce  from  the  airwaves  on  Sunday  19th  April  at  1139  on  MW^^a  R  aJiSSo 

Radio  (No  Name  Quoted!):  was  heard  for  the  first  time  on  n-i  u  . 

M  6225  khz  making  mention  of  an  address  only,  no  statiim  name  5**? 

SSunced  was  PO  bIx  24,  7261AB  Auurld,  TTie  Elands  betog"fct^^^^^^  *" 

Radio  Unicom:  c/o  3  Roscwame  Cottages,  Rosewame  Downs,  NR  Cambome  rn™™ii  c  ■  ^ 

«■  »  e24  u.  i'Sa*; 

6260  khz  using  a  power  of  10  Mtu,  the  station  format  is  to  be  Golden  Oldies.  The  00  of  tbS 
one  Tim  Stevens  is  completely  blind  by  the  way.  ^ 

Dutch  Relay  ^ivice:  PO  Box  81,  3450AB  Vleuten,  The  Netherlands  are  a  new  outfit  who  were 
noted  for  the  first  time  on  Sunday,  3rd  May  1987  from  tunc  in  at  0954  on  7383  khz  with  a  fair  sig 
nal  at  my  QTH.  ® 


May  14, 1987: 

South  West  Radio:  c/o  Castle  Heights  Hotel,  Killamey,  Ireland  was  relayed  live  off  air 
Stereo  105  FM  on  Sunday  12th  April  1987  via  Radio  101  on  7361  khz  being  noted  around  13: 


from 
1322. 


Horizon  Radio:  c/o  Banna  Beach  Hotel,  Tralee,  Co.,  Kerry,  Ireland  were  rels^  live  off  air 
from  Stereo  104  I^  on  Sunday  19th  April  1^7  via  Radio  101  on  7361  khz  where  they  were 
noted  fwni^une  in  at  0946  to  1005. 


North  Dublin  Q)mmunity  Radio:  Walden  House,  Oscar  Traynor  Road,  Coolock.  Dublin  are  nw 
relawd  cvciy  Sunday  morning  by  R  Ireland  Int  on  6312  khz,  being  noted  from  as  early  as  08365 

on  Sunday  lOth  May  1987. 


^  fedio  i  Donnybrook,  Dublin  4,  the  legal  Irish  State  radio,  were  being  R  ^ 

on  6240  khz  on  Sunday  10th  May  1987  where  they  were  noted  from,  raw  mat^ 
inis  was  interesima  ac  an  ler^*  r#a»irkn  hoc  nn  shortwave  service  of  its  own  a 


'n**'®?‘'ng  as  an  oddity  as  the  legal  station  has  no  shortwave  seiviee  ' 
present,  in  fact,  it  hasn’t  had  for  many  years. 

Brookdale  House,  Ballynona,  Midleton,  to  ^ 

flayed  via  R  Rainbow  Int.  in  6240  khz  on  ^nday  10th  May  1987  around  1400. 

O-^l^fiatteb!’  Bromyard  Crescent,  Paulsnove, 

May  IW  Republic  were,  rofe.via  R  ®" 

/  »o/  where  they  were  noted  around  1027  with  DJ  Richard  Grahamme. 

ot'mw  lilrf  ^AA  Ruurlo,  The  Netherlands  were  heaid  with  an  extremely  strong 

ay  3rd  1987  on  6224  khz  around  1100. 


